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OPENING BELL 


ERTAINLY, CURT HENNIG is going to pick this magazine off the news- 

stands. And not because there’s a story on him. He’s going to be attracted 
by the cover and the story and photos that graphically detail the titanic, never- 
ending war between Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage. 

The worse it gets between these two, the better are Curt Hennig’s chances of 
winning the WWF World championship (that’s assuming, of course, Hogan and 
Savage stop wrestling long enough to give “Mr. Perfect” his chance). Hogan, as 
Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum wnites in his story beginning on page 34, has 
dominated the feud. At least in the record book. Tme, he has won the battles, 
but the war has taken an incredible toll on both men. 

Rivalries in wrestling are unlike those in any other sport. If two hockey teams 
don't like each other, they'll get 60 minutes to settle matters. In most circum- 
stances, they won't see each other again for weeks. Football rivalries could be 
separated by years. Boxing rivalries (Leonard-Hearns, for example) can begin at 
one end ofa career and conclude just before retirement. 

Wrestlers can, for the most part, wrestle whomever they want. Sure, there is a 
WWF championship committee that ranks contenders to Hogan’s belt, but if 
Hogan wants to wrestle Randy Savage—or Randy Barber, for that matter—who’'s 
going to tell him no? The answer is obvious. Hogan has it for Savage and Savage 
has it for Hogan. That's all you need for an extended wrestling feud. 

Whenever the subject of grueling wars of attrition is brought up, the one that 
is inevitably mentioned is Tommy Rich vs. Buzz Sawyer. Just why these two men 
hated each other will prove insignificant in the history of this sport. What is im- 
portant is that they battled and battled and continued to battle. Neither of the 
two was that much better than the other that the war could ever end. Finally, the 
promoters forced it to an end with a special promotion, “The Last Battle Of At- 
lanta,” a winner-take-all cage match back in October 1983. 

But it was too late for both men. The war had taken an immeasurable toll, both 
physically and mentally. Opponents who faced Rich and Sawyer both before 
and after the feud noticed a clear difference. 

Curt Hennig will read the Savage-Hogan story in this magazine and smile. He 
knows about the legend of Sawyer-Rich and he sees Hogan and Savage making 
the same mistake. When Hennig does get his chance, he'll be fresh and confi- 
dent. Hogan, while on a winning tear against his former Megapower partner, is 
banged up and tired. 

Hennig's route to the WWF championship was brilliantly conceived (long be- 
fore Lanny “The Genius” ever came into the picture). Hennig came into the fed- 
eration as the self-proclaimed ‘Mr. Perfect,” effectively psyching out oppo- 
nents obsessed with proving him wrong and forgetting how to do so. He slowly 
increased his caliber of competition. He waited for Hogan and Savage to wear 
each other down. Then, when he was ready, he forced Hogan to give him a title 
shot by conspiring with Lanny Poffo to destroy the “Hulkster’s” cherished 
championship belt. 

Hennig's got a lot going for him. He’s a superb technician, he’s intelligent, 
and he’s in by far the best shape of his life. He’s primed and ready. 
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WHAT SETS HOGAN APART? 

I'm writing about your cover story 
on Hulk Hogan (“Hulk Hogan: What 
Sets Him Apart?”) in the Winter 1989 
issue. The article set out to investigate 
the Hogan phenomenon and to ex- 
plain what sets Hogan apart from all 
others, and it failed miserably. 

Dave Rosenbaum even had the 
nerve to say that “there’s nothing spe- 
cial about Hogan.” A bigger lie has 
never been printed in a magazine! 
Hulk is the WWF World champion, 
has millions of loyal fans, and is the 
biggest thing ever to hit wrestling. Not 
only that, but Hogan is the greatest 
star this sport has produced, both in 
and out of the ring. He has been on 
TV shows, starred in movies, and even 
made the cover of Sports Illustrated. 
Name one other wrestler who has 
done all that! 

Want to know what sets Hogan 


apart besides his incredible power, Hulk Hogan has been very popular with kids during his two WWF World title reigns, and reader Cathy 
looks, charisma, guts, and determina- Shears feels that the story about him in our last issue doesn't give him credit for that. 


WRESTLING HISTORY AND WHY FUNK DID WHAT HE DID 


By Harry Burkett Jr. 


American sports are known for their rich history. The 
heroic exploits of baseball’s Mickey Mantle and soccer's 
Pele have been immortalized by television and books. 
The Green Bay Packers of the 1960s and basketball’s Wilt 
Chamberlain are just as well-known to today’s fans as the 
Washington Redskins and Magic Johnson. 

But what about wrestling? Pro wrestling has as rich a 
history as any other sport. From Frank Gotch in the early 
1900s to Hulk Hogan in the late 1980s, the rivalries and 
drama of the mat sport are unparalleled. But it seems as if 
today’s young fans are very ignorant of wrestling’s illustri- 
ous history. If someone says Hulk Hogan was once a 
rulebreaker, that person may be called a liar. When it 
was announced that Pat O’Connor was to appear at 
WrestleWar ’89, many fans didn’t know who he was. Of 
course, many fans have heard the names of Lou Thesz, 
Buddy Rogers, and Killer Kowalski, but they fail to realize 
the impact these greats had on the sport. 

But this is not the fans’ fault. This is the fault of the 
wrestling organizations. It is sad that the WWF totally 
ignores the fabulous title reigns of Bruno Sammartino and 
Bob Backlund. It is also sad that the NWA rarely men- 
tions Harley Race and Dusty Rhodes anymore. After the 
many years of service that “Wild” Bill Longson, “Whip- 
per” Billy Watson, and Skull Murphy gave to this sport, 


they are almost forgotten today. This leads us to the 
question of whether men like Adrian Adonis and Bruiser 
Brody will be remembered 25 years from now. 

Most other sports have a hall of fame. Wrestling also 
needs a forum by which to honor its heroes. World Class 
should be commended for showing matches from the 
eatly 1980s on its ESPN show. The AWA should also 
receive credit for airing old AWA matches on its TV 
show. These are steps in the right direction. 

Recently, the NWA has mentioned some of its past 
champions that are not wrestling in rival federations. The 
presence of O’Connor, Thesz, and Terry Funk at the 
Music City Showdown expressed the NWA’s pride in its 
84-year history. The return of Funk sparked old memories 
of the NWA. The terror that Funk wrought upon the 
NWA seems to be the frustration of a man ignored. From 
1975 to 1977, Funk eamed a reputation as one of the 
NWA’s toughest champions ever. But today, Funk sel- 
dom receives credit for his past accomplishments. 

Professional wrestling has a history that should not be 
hidden or distorted. Its legends should be honored and 
never forgotten. The mat heroes of the past can be with 
us forever if we allow them to be. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Girdletree, 
Maryland) 


Each issue, Wrestling 90 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling, 
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tion? It’s love. The “Hulkster” cares 
about his fans more than anybody in 
wrestling, and the fans respond. Hulk- 
amania is an undying and indestructi- 
ble force. That is the power of Hulka- 
mania and it comes from Hogan's 
unique and special relationship with 
the fans. Nobody has been able to 
stand up to Hulkamania yet, and no- 
body ever will. 

It’s high time you guys got off Ho- 
gan’s back and realize that he is not 
only the greatest wrestler of all-time, 
but the one man who transcends the 
sport itself. 

CATHY SHEARS 
Cresson, PA 


THE SUPER TROOPER 
I just saw the debut of a wrestler 
called The Trooper and was very im- 


FEEDBACK 


pressed. He is 285 pounds of solid 
muscle, but he did a lot of good 
moves and he used his power very 
well to break out of a full-nelson put 
on him by Tom Burton. 

When I heard he was on, I thought 
he was going to break a lot of the 
rules, but I was very wrong. The 
Trooper wrestled very well. So, Mr. 
“Living Legend” Larry Zbyszko, I think 
you are going to have a very tough 
time with The Trooper. I think this is 
the man to take the AWA World title 
from you. Forget about Sgt. Slaughter, 
Greg Gagne, and all the others. The 
Trooper is going to be the AWA 
World champion very soon. You can 
take it to the bank. Zbyszko, your days 
as champion are limited. 

PETER ALLEN 
Espanola, Ontario 


The Trooper writes out a ticket for Tom Burton after defeating him. Reader Peter Allen thinks Trooper is 
a tough competitor who is capable of winning the AWA World title from Larry Zbyszko. 


LUGER’S DESTINY 

I would like to commend you for 
your greatest “Crossfire” interview 
with Lex Luger in the Winter 1989 is- 
sue. Luger’s destiny is to win the 
NWA World title, and Ric Flair is do- 
ing everything possible to not give 
him another title shot. But this time 
around, Luger is a lot more aggressive 
and is the U.S. champion, the number- 
one contender to Flair’s belt, so he has 

to get another shot sooner or later. 
Face it, Flair. You cannot hide much 
longer! Lex Luger is coming for you! 
SCOTT O’NEILL 
Union, NJ 


Teddy Long’s managerial empire is falling apart, 
and soon the man they call “peanut head” will 
get what he deserves, writes Walter Walmet. 


MR. PEANUT HEAD 

Teddy Long is really kidding himself 
if he thinks he’s going to get the last 
laugh (““Manger’s Forum: “Who’s Got 
The Last Laugh Now?’ By Teddy 
Long,” Winter 1989). Let’s face it: Nor- 
man the Lunatic has already twmed 
against him. The Skyscrapers are fall- 
ing apart and Sid Vicious is getting 
ready to go out on his own. Soon, 
Long will have nothing. 

If you ask me, the NWA did the 
right thing by firing Long and they did 
the night thing by letting him become 
a manager. Let him fall on his face. That 
would be the perfect punishment! 

WALTER WALMET 
Worcester, MA 1) 
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PHI SLAMIMER JAIVIMER 

Is there a wrestling fan out there 
who's never tried a few moves on a 
friend or younger brother? And is 
there a wrestling fan out there who 


facilities available for wrestling fun and 
games? 

Let’s face it: If you’re a budding 
football, basketball, baseball, or tennis 
player, there are plenty of fields and 
courts to do your thing on. But if your 
goal is to become a professional wres- 
tler, you have two choices: Join the 
school wrestling team and hope it de- 
velops into a pro career, or keep on 
destroying all of the floors and 
boxsprings in your home. 

Now, however, there's a viable alter- 
native: Slammers Wrestling Gym, lo- 
cated in Sun Valley, California (nine 
miles north of Hollywood), rents ring 
time for $20 a half-hour or $35 for an 
hour, and mat time for $15 and $25. 
Slammers is believed to be the first 
such gym in the United States. 

“There are probably two dozen 
wrestling schools across the US.,” 
owner Vere Langdon said, “‘but there 
really isn't a place where you and I 
could walk in off the street and say, 
‘Give us the ring for an hour.’” 

Slammers provides the mat, 
lockerrooms, and showers. All you 
have to provide is the towel! Block 
time can be rented at reduced rates, 
and the gym is available for parties, 
movie and TV shoots, and music vid- 
eos. There is, of course, a catch. You 
must wear wrestling attire into the 
rmng—and that means no foreign 
objects! 

The gym opened on September 22; 
one week later, former WWF World 
women’s champion Fabulous Moolah 
began teaching lessons. The tuition 
rate is $3,500 for a six-month class of 
three sessions a week or a three- 
month class of six sessions a week (a 
rate in line with most wrestling 
schools). 

“Even if someone doesn’t want to 
become a pro wrestler,’ Langdon 
added, “he can come in here and act 
like it for an hour!” 


“BEST BET” UPDATE 
Although we certainly didn’t plan it 
that way, this issue of Wrestling 90 
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hasn't been frustrated by the lack of 


NEWSLINE 


turned out to be somewhat of a de- 
cade retrospective and a look into the 
1990s. So, we decided to round out 


the past decade with a look at all of 


the “Best Bet’ candidates we've fea- 


tured since the Fall 1986 edition of 


Wrestling 86. We didn’t do badly, but 
we could have done better. 

®@Steve Simpson (Fall 1986) is cur- 
rently wrestling in the USWA, where 
he usually teams with his brother, 


Shaun. He set a long-range goal of 


capturing the World Class (now 
USWA) heavyweight title, which he 
hasn’t achieved, but has held the tag 
team title on several occasions. 

®Ed Gantner (Winter 1986) hoped 
to capture Lex Luger’s Southem title— 


he didn't—and become “the best— 


anywhere!”’ Unfortunately, the “Bull” 


fell short of his goals. He’s no longer 
wrestling and is an example of how 


wrong we can sometimes be. 


Ed “The Bull’ Gantner seemed to have a fine 
wrestling career ahead of him before he 
dropped out of the sport. 


®The Dingo Warrior (Spring 1987) is 
an example of how nght we can be. 
He set a long-range goal of winning a 
World Class singles or tag team title, 
but he’s done much more than that. 
As The Ultimate Warrior, he’s the 
WWF Intercontinental champion, one 
of the most popular young stars in 
wrestling, and the man expected to 
take the WWF into the next decade. 

®Owen Hart (Summer 1987) set an 
immediate goal of widening his reper- 
toire of aerial moves and sharpening 
his wrestling skills, which he did, and 
becoming an established top-level sin- 


gles or tag team star in a major federa- 
tion. Hart won several Stampede North 
American titles and appears on his 
way to fulfilling his goals, and our high 
hopes. 

®The New Breed: Chris Champion 
& Sean Royal (Fall 1987) appeared 
headed for greatness two years ago, 
but were derailed by a serious auto 
accident. Their long-range goal was to 
“complete their mission to clean up 
wrestling and return to the space time 
continuum.” Maybe that’s what they 
did. In reality, Chris is currently wres- 
tling on his own in the CWA following 
a split with Wildside partner Mark 
Starr. Royal’s whereabouts are 
unknown. 

®Shane Douglas (Winter 1987) had a 
long-range goal of winning the UWF 
heavyweight and NWA World titles. 
He never won the UWF title before 
the federation was disbanded, but he 
and Johnny Ace—The Dynamic 
Dudes—might have what it takes to 


become NWA World tag team 
champions. 
®Vic Steamboat (Spring 1988), 


brother of former NWA World cham- 
pion Rick Steamboat, hoped to follow 
in the “Dragon's” footsteps and is now 
a top contender to Tony Atlas’ ICW 
heavyweight title. 

®@ Lord Humongous (Summer 1988) is 
another one of our righton “Best 
Bets.” You know him now as Sid Vi- 
cious, one-half of The Skyscrapers with 
Danny Spivey. His long-range goal of 
dominating wrestling has every 
chance of coming true. Vicious is 
powerful, talented, and determined. 

® Max Pain (Fall 1988) wanted to win 
the AWA World title from Jeny 
Lawler. He said that he would never 
surrender. He lied. 

®@Steven Casey (Winter 1988) still 
has a long way to go before he can 
achieve his goal of becoming “the top 
in wrestling.” Casey once was a top 
contender to the World Class junior 
heavyweight title, but now he’s wres- 
tling for an independent Texas 
promotion. 

®Blue Blazer (Spring 1989) never 
took off his mask and revealed himself 
to the world, as he hoped he would, 
and never won the WWF World 
championship. The thrilling aerial 
wrestler from parts unknown is now in 


unknown parts. 

@Derrick Dukes (Summer 19839), 
considered one of the up and coming 
young stars of wrestling just a year 
ago, was listed under ‘Missing In Ac- 
tion” in the March 1990 year-end issue 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Dukes 
hoped to win the AWA World title, a 
goal certainly within his capabilities, if 
he returns. 

®The Great Muta (Fall 1989) 
achieved his immediate goal of beat- 
ing Sting for the NWA TV title and 
now will get a chance to achieve his 
long-range goal of winning the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair. Muta ap- 
pears headed for greatness. 


The Great Muta was a “Best Bet,” and so far 
he’s lived up to expectations, having won the 
NWA TV title from Sting. 


®Scotty the Body (Winter 1989) is 
the Pacific Northwest champion, a title 
he won from Rex King in mid-Octo- 
ber. However, he hasn’t been able to 
rid the PNW of The Southern Rockers 
and still hasn’t received any offers to 
appear on the cover of GO magazine. 
But, as a wrestler, his career seems 
bright. 

A “Best Bet” update covering our 
candidates from the Winter 1983 issue 
to the Summer 1986 issue appeared in 
the Fall 1986 edition of Wrestling 96. 
Of those featured, the most notable 
are Nikita Koloff (Winter 1984) and Bru- 
tus Beefcake (Summer 1985). 

Koloff recently returned to action af- 
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ter taking a sabbatical following the 
death of his wife, Mandy. The former 
NWA USS. champion i is now after Larry 
Zbyszko’s AWA World title. If he 
beats Zbyszko, he'll have fulfilled his 
long-range goal of winning a world 
title. 

Beefcake set a long-range goal of 
winning the WWF World title from 
Hulk Hogan. That appears unlikely 
since “The Barber’ and Hogan have 
become good friends. 


RANDOM NOTES 

WWF stars The Rougeaus—Jacques 
and Raymond—will be out of wres- 
tling for at least a year. The Rougeaus 
were scheduled to wrestle their final 
match on November 27 in Los Ange- 
les before taking a one-year sabbati- 
cal. Raymond cited health and family 
reasons for the departure. “We'll leave 
together and we'll come back togeth- 
er,” Jacques said. “The Rougeaus will 
never be separate” ... Jerry Lawler, 
already hated in Texas, is now show- 
ing his bad side in Memphis, where 
he was once idolized. Lawler was hav- 
ing problems with his friend Dutch 
Mantel and left him behind to get 
beaten up by Dirty White Boy and 
The Soultaker. CWA fans are booing 
the “King” ... Davey Boy Smith was 


Davey Boy Smith was recently suspended for 
bodyslamming referee Bert Thomas during a 
match against Johnny Smith, his brother. 


suspended indefinitely by Stampede 
officials for bodyslamming referee 
Bert Thomas. The chances of a Davey 
Boy-Dynamite Kid reunion appear nil 

. . Billy Jack Haynes has come out of 
semi-retirement and is wrestling in 
Florida ... No Holds Barred appeared 
in video stores in early November and 


was scheduled for a WWF pay-per- 
view airing in late December ... All- 
Japan Pro Wrestling is donating part of 
the proceeds from many of their up- 
coming shows to the San Francisco 
Earthquake Fund ... Greg Gagne an- 
nounced his retirement in November, 


Greg Gagne has retired. Perhaps his greatest 

achievement was winning the AWA World tag 

team title with Jim Brunzell. 

so Tommy Jammer has stepped in to 
join Paul Diamond in matches against 
AWA World tag team champions The 
Destruction Crew ... Stan Hansen is 
back in Japan after a brief tour of the 
U.S. No word on whether Hansen 
plans to return in the near future. He 
and Genichiro Tenryu won the All- 
Japan tag team belts from Jumbo Tsu- 
ruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu in late-Octo- 
ber ... The Great Muta is the latest 
contender for Ric Flair’s NWA World 
title. Lex Luger was said to be next in 
line for Flair, but Sting’s attack on 
Luger at Clash of the Champions IX 
forced a change of plans. 


THE LAST WORD 

Is Rick Steiner bitter over his failed 
relationship with Woman, or has the 
“Dogfaced Gremlin” finally grown up? 
Either way, it’s clear that Woman is 
still on his mind. During an interview 
on the Clash of the Champions IX 
broadcast, Steiner lashed out at his for- 
mer girlfriend. ‘Everybody says they'd 
love to have her,” Rick said. “Well, 
I've had her,and I don’t want her!"C 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Eddie Eliner 


“I'M WATCHING YOU... 
VERY CLOSELY?”’ 


5 USUAL, THE approaching new year is accompa- 

nied by a profound need to reflect upon past 
events. On December 1, I observed my fifth anniversary 
as a member of the editorial staff of Wrestling 90 and her 
many sister publications. If you'll indulge me, I would 
like to share with you a few random thoughts. 

In this magazine, most of you know me through the 
“Crossfire” interview I conduct each month with Bill Ap- 
ter. Each issue, Bill and I swap insults yet still manage to 
engage a wrestler in fruitful discourse. I think the 
“Crossfire” structure is the most effective forum for an 
interview. Wrestlers, justifiably suspicious of the media, 
immediately relax when they discover Bill and I are as 
interested in pursuing our own feud as we are in interro- 
gating them. We've discovered over the years that wres- 
tlers will volunteer information we could never dream of 
soliciting through conventional means, merely because 
they wanted to get in on the action. 

In my tenure, I’ve developed a reputation for contro- 
versy—for going against the conventional grain and ndi- 
culing those wrestlers most popular among the fans and 
my colleagues. To their credit, the editors of this family of 
Magazines have never tried to curb or discourage my 
ideas. Besides preserving the fundamental right of free 
expression, their indulgence has saved them some major 
face. Some of my most vehement attacks on “popular” 
wrestlers have recently been justified. 

The case of Dusty Rhodes speaks for itself. Once a 
wrestler of certifiable skill and reputation, Dusty’s trip 
through the WWF carnival has transformed him into a 
series of cartoon images. His buffoonery has vindicated 
the constant attack on his character, 

Ditto for Andre the Giant—or, for those of you unfamil- 
iar with the name change, Andre the Giant Idiot. With 
each clumsy, lumbering appearance, Andre proves my 
point: He has as much business in the ring as I do, Even 
former fans of Dusty and Andre’s must agree their heroes 
have become heroic embarrassments. 

The point of all this is not to pat myself on the back. 
My intention has never been to engage in self-congratula- 
tion. My stories are meant to illustrate the gray coloration 
of a wrestling world too often perceived as black and 
white. Long hair and good looks can’t make a bad singer 
croon or a terrible actor act—though they often account 
for their enormous popularity. 

The ring is a holy place; it is a blasphemy for slick 
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looks to contribute to the popularity of a talentless wres- 
tler. So, when the Von Erichs and The Rock n’ Roll 
Expresses and The Rockers of the world collect cheers 
out of proportion to their skills, I see it as my job to set 
the record straight. Don’t say they’re the best wrestlers 
when what you mean to say is they are the best-looking 
wrestlers. In a sport demanding years of devoted training 
and discipline, it is a distinction that must be made. 

Wrestlers, like politicians, require constant scrutiny or 
else they will take advantage of us. For instance, a man 
like Jerry Lawler has been getting by for years on a 
reputation forged on innocence, courage, and humility. 
The Lawler of today barely resembles the gentleman 
wrestler whose valiant battles years ago vs. Eddie Gil- 
bert, Randy Savage, and the like rallied fans to his side. 
Because fans remember him for what he did—rather than 
for what he has become (a self-serving, rulebreaking cry- 
baby), he is able to maintain the illusion of righteousness. 

I used to routinely condemn Hulk Hogan at the slight- 
est provocation—with good reason, since his publicity- 
mongering detracted from his mat game and from wres- 
tling in general. I must admit, however begrudgingly, that 
Hogan has earned my respect. Say what you will about 
his lack of skills, his unseemly ring technique, and his 
constant pandering to the crowd—he has remained 
champion through it all. He has maintained his integrity 
as a fan favorite, He is a real American hero, deserving 
all the accolades that come his way. I still don’t like him. 
I think over the years he has received preferential treat- 
ment from referees, treatment that has permitted him to 
defeat opponents far more skilled. But he has remained 
every inch a champion. He rises to every occasion; he 
never disappoints. 

Which is more than I can say for some of my old 
favorites. The Road Warriors, Lex Luger, Nikita Koloff 
(before the tragic death of his wife) are all men who took 
their natural skills for granted and never developed. 
These men violated a basic mile of the ring and of life: 
You don’t know what you've got till it’s gone. Fortunately, 
Luger seems to be tuming things around. I stand by my 
prediction that he will one day wear the NWA belt. As 
for the Warriors and for all the other wrestlers living off 
rusty reputations, keep in mind one thought: I am watch- 
ing you. Very closely. O 


Eddie Ellner is an associate editor of this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 


By Woman 


“DOOM IS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING OF MY PLAN” 


HEN THE EDITORS of Wres- 

tling 90 approached me to 
write this “Manager’s Forum” col- 
umn, I laughed. “What?” I asked. 
“You expect me to break my beauti- 
fully manicured fingernails on a type- 
writer so you can fill up your worth- 
less magazines?” Then they told me 
that using pen and paper was fine, 
and I told them that my method of 
writing involved a secretary. A male | 
secretary. 

So, just in case there are any typo- 
graphical errors in this, don’t blame 
me. Blame it on Rex. Can I help it if 
he spent the entire time trying to 
come on to me? I would’ve whipped 
him with my cato’-nine-tails if he 
wasn’t such a cutie, but that’s another 
story. 

Now let’s get down to business, 
shall we? Isn’t is deliciously appro- 
priate that I am the first manager to appear in this space 
in this decade? I am the Woman of the ’90s, and before 
long, I will have assembled a wrestling empire unlike 
any the NWA has ever seen. Doom is only the beginning 
of my plan for total domination. That little darling Rick 
Steiner has no idea what he started. 

Started, you ask? How did Rick Steiner start everything 
when from the very beginning I had everything planned 
out? Because I had great plans for Rick and Scott. I knew 
that if they simply tossed aside that no-good twit Missy 
Hyatt, a woman with nary a fraction of my beauty, I could 
lead them to greatness. But it didn’t take me long to 
realize that Rick and Scott only had one thing in mind, 
and that was going by the book. That path can only lead 
to disaster. The path they followed led to Doom. 

Besides, and let’s face it, what kind of man leaves a 
woman like me waiting? Rick needed to be taught at 
least one lesson, that it is the woman that makes the man 
wait, that the man is the privileged one, especially in a 
relationship with me, and I am not the kind of woman 
who sits by the phone waiting for her man to call. He 
sent down his brother, which was the best move he 
made because it kept him from getting what was meant 
for him. 

Imagine! Rick Steiner actually planned to ask me to 
marry him! Just the thought makes me want to collapse in 
laughter! The woman for him is named Robin Green, and 
she doesn’t exist in my world. That girl was a combina- 


14 / Wrestling 90 


Woman says she'll destroy the Steiners and rule the 
NWA with her team of Doom. 


tion of everything that I pity in some 
women, the kind of women who 
come out to the matches and root for 
the Steiners. My bait was flawless. 

So what happens now? Now there 
are two teams with a problem—those 
awful Steiner brothers and their 
friends, The Road Warmors. They 
have already leamed that when they 
= deal with Doom, they must deal with 
= me, too? Did I stick an object in 
Doom’s mask? I will not answer that 
| question. Nor will I deny that I did. I 

state probably, in fact, that I did ev- 
erything in my power to assure vic- 
tory. And believe me, my power is 

greater than you think. 

= 1 have a power over men that only 
the most beautiful and sensual wom- 
en can have, but when they get too 
close to me, they realize to their hor- 
ror that I am more intelligent than 
them, too, that I can outthink them at every tum and 
make them feel inferior. I'll never forget the look on the 
faces of Jim Ross and Steiner when they came to my 
door that day. It was the look of men who suddenly find 
themselves helpless, who have never had to deal with 
the concept of a woman in total control of a situation. 

Ross is no fool and I suspect he smelled trouble right 
away. His prophecy, of course, has been fulfilled, and it’s 
only going to get worse for those idiots out there who 
see a woman and think they can take advantage of a 
situation. Iam Woman! Hear me roar! And get out of my 
way, you lowly pigs! 

I just love to hear the bleeding hearts who ask me how 
I could have done what I did to poor, little, loveable 
Rick, how I could have taken his heart in my hands and 
squeezed all the life out of it. Well, I'll tell you: I did it 
because it was the fastest way to the top, and because he 
was there. 

My future has been assured, and now that I have The 
Skyscrapers on my side, I will do for the NWA what 
Sunshine, Precious, Hyatt, and all the other women 
couldn’t do. They didn’t have a morsel of my talent, 
beauty, and intelligence. They were a disgrace to wom- 
en everywhere. Now everyone is going to see how a real 
woman manages. They will see what happens when a 
real woman takes control of a situation. Doom—NWA 
World tag team champions. Fits better than a diamond 
ring. O 
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FULL-COLOR PINUP! 
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No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 


The year-end issues of PWI are the most 
anticipated wrestling magazines of the 
year. Each of these spectacular issues is 
100 pages in length—packed with full- 
color!—and provides full details of the an- 
nual “Achievement Awards” for the year 
just ended. Plus, each issue is jammed 
with special features like the 
“PWINDEX,”’ the “Year In Review,” “Un- 
official Official Awards,’ “Predictions,” 
and more. AVAILABLE: March 1987 
(1986 in review), March 1988 (1987 in 
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March 1989 


special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PW/. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, ‘Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


SUPERCARDS 

The PWI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania II, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions III, WrestleRock ’86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup ll, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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Ro 


COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
nis & Ventura, Snuka, 


2/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
gat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
ie. 

/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
tklund. 

'83/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
jes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
+r, Bockwinkel, Funk. 
2OLOR PINUP: Superstar 

| Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 


SOLOR PINUP; Cowboy 
ick Martel, Von Erich, 
uraco. 

OLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 

h, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 

33/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
oddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
‘ich, Wrestling II. 
983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
fommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
3, Piper. 
1983/COLOR PINUP: 
3r. Harley Race, Santana, 
Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
f 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
niel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
t, Hansen, DiBiase. 
984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
« Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
vyer. 
[ise4iCOLon PINUP: Jim 
sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
dyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
44/CO! OR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
fase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
dogan. 

___.34/COLOR PINUP; Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 
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January 1985/COLOR PINUP; Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
Vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUB: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports, 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports, 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan, Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff, Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 

dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP; John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 

January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs, Orndorff. 

April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
gan, Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
Freebirds, Hall. 

July 1987/COLOR PINUP; Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 

August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin, Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds, 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beetcake, Flair, Comatte, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 


July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig, 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior, Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
! Bigelow, Garvin, Precious, 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don't miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism, PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Stein- 
er, Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, 
Turner, Powers, 
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June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Steamboat. Hogan vs. Savage, War- 
riors, Zbyszko, Rhodes. 

July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Pip- 
er. Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex 
Luger. Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat- 
Flair, Road Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs. Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP; Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 

December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jim- 
my Snuka. Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 
January 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 


CROSSFIRE 
TERRY GORDY 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


TERRY GORDY: How can I help 
you boys? How can I he of service? 
You want me to autograph some 
8x10s for your readers? Huh? Visit a 
children’s hospital? How ‘bout it? 

EDDIE ELLNER: Easy now, Terry. 
Last time I saw you was in a Mem- 
phis saloon. You were about to get 
into it with some poor guy in the 
bathroom. 

TG: Couldn’t have been me. I’m a 
peaceable sort of fellow. 

EE: The hell you are. You were 
about to see if a bottle of Michelob 
could fit in his ear. 

TG: Heh, heh. Now that you men- 
tion it, I do seem to recall an inci- 
dent like that. Damned if that bottle 
did fit after all. 

BILL APTER: Well, Terry, given 
your long, notorious history of vio- 
lence and nilebreaking, is there any 
reason the fans should take this 
kinder, gentler Terry Gordy 
senously? 

TG: Well, Billy, it’s not that I’m 
any less rambunctious ... it’s just 
that my rambunctiousness is direct- 
ed toward different targets. A guy 
like me likes to mix it up with any- 


ane That my anamiac aya ts Rily_ 


The unedited transcript follows 


un —_ Sd 
Terry Gordy and Taras Bulba seem to fight more 
outside the ring than in it. 


Hayes into town for a little old-fash- 
ioned Von Erich barbeque? 

TG: Things ain’t the same be- 
tween me and Hayes these days. If 
he wants a Von Erich, he’ll get no 
help from me. Those boys been 
helping me out lately. Had me out to 
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pride. The only person Jimmy Gar- 
vin could scare is himself when he 
looks in the mirror. 

EE: I detect a little bittemess in 
that voice, Terry. Apparently, you 
and Hayes haven’t discussed the 
matter through. When I spoke to him 
a few weeks ago, he didn’t seem to 
think anything was wrong. He called 
you his brother for life. What about 
that? 

TG: Oh, man, you especially 
should recognize Hayes’ bull. As 
long as Hayes is doing what’s right 
for Hayes, then everything is okay. 
Everyone is supposed to understand 
and forgive him. I got news for you, 
Michael Hayes, me and Buddy un- 
derstand perfectly. We understand 
you’re making a mockery of our 
team. We understand you and the 
dwarf put some nice shiny belts 
around your waists, so why should 
you be thinking of the only real 
friends you got in this world? Buddy 
Jack is so mad, he told me he’s 
gonna knock Hayes out the next 
time he sees him. I never heard 
Buddy talk like that. 

BA: You really hate Hayes, don’t 


ee =a 


Cnn a 
“You know, Jerry 
Lawler’s the kind of a 
guy who looks like he 
deserves a beating 
just standing there.”’ 


we 


Paul Diamond effectively destroys Wayne Bloom's mo- 
mentum—and his advantage in the match up to this 
point—by side-slamming him to the canvas. Heads-up 
thinking like this in the thick of action is one reason 
why Diamond rates highly in ring intelligence. 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 90 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


PAUL DIAMOND 


SPEED: Diamond is a classic example of a man who looks like he 
should have blazing speed, but really doesn’t. While not slow by any 
means, “Hard Rock's" matches against former tag team partner Pat Ta- 
naka are seeing him fall behind during important’ stretches because of 
Tanaka’s incredibly quick karate chops and kicks. But Diamond is still 
faster than many of his larger opponents, like Russian Brute and Col. 
DeBeers, and every bit as speedy as other men his size, But B 

he can't be ranked among the sport’s fastest men. —- 


STRENGTH: This is an area where Diamond fares better than other 
men his size. At 6'l" and a well-proportioned 230 pounds, Diamond 
shocks many of his AWA foes with a dazzling array of slams and clothes- 
lines. His running powerslam has been compared to Davey Boy Smith’s— 
both are not among the largest men competing, but their slams are 
among the best anywhere. Diamond is a bit undersized when it comes to 
mixing it up with superheavyweights, but rarely is he overpowered. Plus, 
he balances his attack effectively between science and B 
power. + 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Diamond has improved vastly 
over the course of the past year. While he was managed by “Diamond” 
Dallas Page, Diamond concentrated on tulebreaking and paid scant atten- 
tion to science. Since splitting from Page and Tanaka, Diamond has been 
teaming with scientific stars like Greg Gagne and Tommy Jammer, and it 
shows. He now employs a host of arm and leglocks, and has even begun 
using a figure-four leglock. He has a way to go, but Dia- B 
mond’s knowledge grows stronger with each match. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: No Diamond in the rough, Paul's body 
is perfect for the rigors of the mat sport. He's muscular, but not overly so, 
so his mobility is not adversely affected. An underrated aspect of Dia- 
mond’s musculature is his exceptionally strong legs, which enable him to 
power out of leglocks with surprising ease. The biggest thing that has 
changed about Diamond is his attitude towards training. Formerly a hard 
partier, Diamond now puts his energy into toning his body. It A 
will surely pay off in the long run. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Nobody beats Paul Diamond iin strategy. 
The young Canadian has absorbed the teachings of every man he's ever 
teamed with—and every man he’s ever wrestled against. Diamond knows 
what his strengths and weaknesses are, and rarely, if ever, tries to wrestle 
beyond his ability. Most importantly, Diamond shows considerable pa- 
tience in the ring, a rarity among younger grapplers. An added plus is his 
cool demeanor. Diamond rarely lets his emotions show even A 
when wrestling from behind. This is a brilliant ring tactician, 


OVERALL GRADE: Diamond held the AWA World tag team 
championship for a year with Pat Tanaka, and is now establishing himself 
as a singles force. It's a good time to be in the AWA, too, with Lary 
Zbyszko holding precariously onto the World title. However, Diamond 
needs to set a definitive goal and shoot for it. In recent weeks, he’s been 
tagging with various partners in search of his second tag team title, but 
then switches back to singles matches. But we believe he’s a B 

lot closer to being a solo champion than he realizes. + 
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ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR 


ET’S SAY STING and The Ultimate Warmior never 

started out together as part of Power Team U.S.A. 
Let's say they never teamed as The Blade Runners under 
manager Eddie Gilbert in the UWF. Would we still asso- 
ciate one with the other? 

We think the answer is yes. No two men more seem to 
represent the future of wrestling. In fact, there's some- 
thing futuristic about Sting and The Ultimate Warrior. 
They are what wrestling will become in the 1990s: color, 
flash, excitement! Something much larger than life! 

We're fortunate, in fact, that Gilbert’s problems with 
UWF President Bill Watts caused Sting and The Ultimate 
Warrior to part. Together, they could have dominated 
only one federation. Separately, the Waror can domi- 
nate the WWF while Sting works his magic on the NWA. 

Incredibly, however, even distance hasn't separated 
Sting and the Warrior. The Warrior is the Intercontinental 
champion and fourth in the Top 10 ratings. Sting is the 
number-one contender to the U.S. title and is fifth in the 
Top 10. In the Most Popular ratings, the Warnor is fourth; 
Sting is fifth. In all likelihood, they will both be world 
champions some day. 
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Vs. 


But stylistically, they are very different. The Warrior is 
64”, 280 pounds, and possesses one of the most awe- 
somely muscled physiques in the sport. He is a wildman 
in and out of the ring, and relies on catching his over- 
matched opponents by surprise. His scientific repertoire 
is barely existent. Instead, he is true to his name: He is a 
warmior who ambushes opponents with power, brawn, 
and courage. 

Sting, at 6’2”, 260 pounds, is the proud owner of a 
magnificent aerial and scientific attack. His scorpion leg- 
lock is one of the deadliest finishing holds in the sport. 
His daring dives through the ring ropes and onto the 
arena floor have thrilled fans and terrorized opponents. 

Are there two more exciting wrestlers in the sport? 
And doesn’t the fact that they’re so different make the 
prospect of a match between the two men even more 
captivating? 

Wow! Superlatives really couldn’t describe such a 
match. So, we left it up to our panel of four well-informed 
experts to give us their analyses of what would happen if 
Sting and The Ultimate Warrior met again, this time 
“Head To Head.” 


HEAD TO HEAD 


CHRIS ADAMS 

It's been a long time—back in 1986 when 
we were all in the UWF—but I wrestled both 
of these guys and I've been following their 
careers ever since. When you really think 
about it, it's almost impossible to follow wres- 
tling and nof follow their careers, because 
they're always in the news. These guys have 
really taken wrestling by storm. 

Back in 1986, they were both a little green 
and not really ready to take on a veteran like 
myself, although Sting gave me a much 
tougher time. I've never had too much trouble with the big, power 
guys but Sting was more intelligent than most wrestlers who've only 
been around for a year or two. I could tell right away that he had 
scouted me before going in, and that’s a sign of maturity. 

Now, it's about three or four years later and times have changed, and 
so have Warrior and Sting. I think Sting’s a little more powerful than he 
was before and he's added 4 lot to his repertoire. The Warrior is all 
power, but I've never seen a man get more psyched up. I tell you, he 
was nothing like that when I wrestled him. 

In a match like this, you're talking about speed and skill vs. power 
and adrenaline. There’s no doubt in my mind that the Warrior would 
have to put Sting away early, or else he wouldn't have a chance, That's 
the way it always is with these power wrestlers: If they don’t win early, 
this air of intimidation they have suddenly dissolves, and I don't think 
he could put Sting away too quickly. 

To me, the scorpion leglock would be the difference. The Warrior’s 
never seen it before and once Sting got him in position for one, 
Wamior wouldn't have a chance. There's no substitute for a great 
finishing move, and Warrior doesn't have one. Sting does and that 
would win it for him. 

Chris Adams, an 11-year veteran, is now wrestling in the USWA. 


RICK BASSMAN 
You know, this really makes me proud. 
When I first formed Power Team U.S.A. back 
in the mid-1980s, I knew that I had something 
great on my hands and this just verifies it. 
These are two of the biggest stars in the 
sport—and I discovered them. Just think! 
Of course, there was never any doubt that 
they were destined for greatness, but I'm a 
litle surprised by the way they've gone 
about business. The Warrior has changed 
quite a bit. He’s more hyper than he used to 
be and far more violent. When I first started with him, I thought his 
energy could be harnessed, but now it appears as if that’s not the case. 

Sting, on the other hand, is just a superb all-around wrestler, a great 
star who's only going to get better. I remember the first time I saw him. 
He was practicing dropkicks against a brick wall. Then he went to the 
swimming pool in this training center he used and started practicing 
dives off of a diving board. Man, he was spectacular! 

Since then, they've both come a long way. I'd like to think that I 
pointed them in the right direction, and that’s probably true, but it just 
shows how determined they were to succeed. People say the Warrior 
is all power and no skill, but I've seen him do some pretty impressive 
things in the ring. As for Sting, he's pretty powerful himself, although 
everybody talks about his wrestling ability. 

A match between the two would be really amazing, and I'm sure it 
would sell out any football stadium in the country. If they didn't put a 
time limit on it, it would go on for a long time, and neither man would 
ever give in. Well, I'm going to take the easy way out on this one. After 
about two hours, they'd just have to throw in the towel and call it a 
draw. 

Rick Bassman first managed Sting and The Ultimate Warrior under 
the Power Team U.S.A. banner in the mid-1980s. 


DON MURACO 
The Ultimate Warrior is one of the most 
awesome individuals I've ever seen, and you 
can say what you want, but when you're that 
big and have so much determination, you 
really don't have to do much to win. Putting it 
another way, the only way to beat the War- 
nor is the way Rick Rude beat him for the 
; * Intercontinental title: cheat, and if that doesn't 
. work, cheat again! 

; | Ofcourse, it really isn't fair for me to make 
= a judgment on Sting because I've never 
wrestled with him or against him and I haven't spoken to anybody that 
has. I have, however, watched him wrestle and I'm impressed, First of 
all, they say the Warrior is crazy, but anybody who dives out onto the 
arena floor, like Sting does, isn’t exactly playing with a full deck! That's 

not exactly my idea of a low-risk maneuver. 

Now, this may surprise a lot of people, especially since I teamed 
with the Wamior back when he first came to the WWF, but Sting is 
more my type of wrestler. I've always thought of myself as a big man 
who knew how to wrestle, and I think that was my reputation. The 
Wanzior, let's fact it, doesn’t rely too much on moves. In fact, if you 
threw him into a match under strict amateur mules, he’d get whipped. 

But this isn't amateur wrestling. This is professional wrestling, no 
holds barred, do whatever you need to win, and the Warrior does that. 
From what I've seen of Sting, he seems to do all his big moves early in 
the match and then settle down. It’s not that he’s tired, it's just that he 
sometimes doesn’t put an opponent away early and doesn’t know what 
to do. 

That's why I think this match would be over in a flash. Somebody 
would get the job done right away. I'll go with the Warrior. 

Former WWF Intercontinental champion Don Muraco is currently 
wrestling in Hawaii and for several independent federations. 


EDDIE GILBERT 

This is easy for me. Sting was always will- 
ing to learn and he had more patience than 
you can believe. 1 mean, I'm not a patient 
man at all, but Sting was always willing to 
listen to new ideas. Heck, I'm not going to 
say that I'm a better wrestler than he was or 
is, but he always figured that I had something 
to offer. 

Rock—or The Ultimate Warrior, as he calls 
] himself now—was never that way. That's why 
I wasn't surprised when he left. He blamed 
me for his lack of UWF title shots, and never stopped to think that he 
really wasn’t ready for one. He was raw, he is raw, he'll always be raw. 
The shame of it is that he could be one of the all-time greats if he'd just 
stop being so bullheaded. 

I've seen the Warrior wrestle recently. He gets all psyched up like a 
wild man, starts beating his feet, runs into the ring, and attacks his 
opponents before the bell rings. That’s not wrestling, it's a psychotic in 
action. He was pinned by Rick Rude and that didn’t surprise me. 

Sting would never get pinned by Rude, just couldn't happen be- 
cause Sting is such a superior all-around wrestler. In my opinion, 
there’s absolutely no reason for a wrestler to be any bigger than Sting 
is. He has the perfect wrestling physique; it allows him to do anything 
he wants, and nobody—including the Warrior—could overpower him. 
You see, Sting has stamina, and when the Warrior is huffing and 
puffing, Sting wouldn't even be winded. 

Maybe I'm a bit biased. I’m very proud of my relationship with Sting, 
as a teammate, manager, and fnend. I really wish that I could have had 
the chance to develop the same relationship with Rock. Yeah, he’s a 
success, and I’m happy for him. He’s just no Sting. 

Eddie Gilbert managed Sting and The Ultimate Warrior from 1985- 
86 and teamed with Sting to win the UWF tag team ttle in ’86. 
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THE BIG ONE! 


The Spectacular Year-End Double Issue Of 


rene stlINC 


ILLUSTRATED 


The Most Celebrated Magazine Event Of The Year! 


@ 100 power-packed pages, including full-color full- 
page portraits of 1989’s best wrestlers and 
matches! 

© Achievement ’89 winners in 10 categories! 

© Your own “Unofficial/Official Awards”’ for 1989 


® The riotous, ridiculous, and revealing 
1989: The Year In Review 


® Predictions for 1990 


© Exclusive ‘““PWIndex’”’ of every wrestler who 
appeared in the pages of PWI—and its sister 
publications—for the entire year! 


® Special features and columns 


PWI's incredible 100-page super-spectacular year-end 
collectors’ edition is cover-dated “March 1990” and goes on 
sale January 2, 1990. It's sure to be a newsstand sellout, so 

get yours early! | 


The best keeps getting better—because you won't settle for less! 


SCOREBOARD 
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SCOREBOARD 


THE ROCKERS vs. JACQUES & machin dees’ ROUGEAU 


Some people are calling it the 
greatest series of tag team matches 
in 1989. These teams have battled in 
several one-hour marathon matches, 
where each team tries to accumulate 
the most pinfalls. Many times, when 
the hour ended in a tie, sudden- 
death periods have lasted more than 
15 minutes. 

After sustaining many losses, the 
Rougeaus’ manager, Jimmy Hart, re- 
alized that his men had little chance 
of defeating Michaels and Jannetty. 
Another marathon was scheduled for 
November 4 in Rochester, New 
York, but Hart contacted the promot- 
ers and issued an ultimatum: He 
would agree to have his men face 
The Rockers once again, but only in 
a normal, one-fall bout. 

Jannetty and Michaels balked at 
these terms at first, as they didn’t 
want their winning streak to come to 
an end. Eventually, they agreed to 
take on the Rougeaus in a regulation 
bout. As it tumed out, the results 
were the same as always: Jannetty 
and Michaels emerged as the defini- 
tive winners. 

It was a night in which the amazing 
high-flying tactics of Michaels would 
take their toll on both of The Rock- 


Raymond Rougeau chinlocks Shawn Michaels 


ers’ Canadian foes. At one point, Mi- 
chaels captured both Jacques and 
Raymond in a flying headscissors, 
sending them both flying from the 
ring in a dazed heap. 

Raymond Rougeau, however, was 
not going down without a fight. After 
he and Jacques double-teamed Mi- 
chaels for several minutes, Raymond 


caught him with a brutal piledriver. 
Jannetty ran in to prevent the pinfall, 
but Jacques also entered the ring, 
prompting a free-for-all. Referee Dan- 
ny Davis tried to restrain Jacques, but 
as he did, Jannetty caught Raymond 
with a piledriver, and rolled the 
dazed Michaels on top of him for the 
pinfall. 


JERRY LAWLER & DUSTIN RHODES vs. 
DIRTY WHITE BOY & BUDDY LANDELL 


Dirty White Boy—Tony Anthony— 
says he’s got it all. He’s got Dirty 
White Girl by his side at all times, 
and he owns the CWA title. But the 
one thing he doesn’t have is the 
USWA belt, currently held by Jerry 
Lawler. 

After a wild tag match pitting 
White Boy and Buddy Landell against 
Lawler and Dustin Rhodes on Octo- 
ber 17 in Louisville, Kentucky, Antho- 
ny became the top contender for the 
USWA title after pinning Lawler— 
with a bit of help, that is. Anthony 
lusts to become one of the sport’s 
few double champions. 

“T’ve said all along that Lawler was 
overrated,” said a jubilant White Boy 
after the match. “Beating that Mem- 
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Lawler grabs hold of White Boy 


phis moron was easy as cake, Jake.” 

Actually, Lawler and Rhodes had 
Landell and Anthony running for cov- 
er throughout most of this surprisingly 
one-sided bout. Rhodes was particu- 
larly impressive, using his “bionic” 
elbow to keep Landell fleeing from 
the ring. But while Landell distracted 
the referee by slugging it out with 
Rhodes outside the ropes, White Boy 
pulled a chain from out of his trunks. 
After hitting Lawler in the face with 
it, he covered the kayoed champion 
for the disputed victory. 

“Tll win the USWA title the same 
way,” said Anthony, beaming with 
pride. “You say I cheated? Who 
cares, as long as | bring home the 
gold.” 


SIKA vs. 
BUGSY McGRAW 


There was no real reason for there 
to be a war, because these two men 
had rarely faced each other in the 
past. But when animals like Bugsy 
McGraw and Sika enter a ring, bru- 
tality follows. Fans at the Martin 
County Fairgrounds in Stuart, Florida, 
are calling this chain match the wild- 
est bout in years. 

Both McGraw and Sika like their 
action violent and, from the opening 
bell, camage was the order of the 
day. Both wrapped the chains 


Sika corrals McGraw with a chain 


around their hands and beat each 
other until their bodies were masses 
of welts. But despite their pain, both 
men were smiling for most of the 
match. They were in their natural el- 
ement: raw sadism, without fear of 
disqualification. 

Sika’s new manager, Abdullah Fa- 
rouk Jr., could not resist getting in- 
volved in the action when the Samo- 
an showed signs of tiring. Farouk 
jumped on Bugsy’s back, but he 
smashed the manager with the chain. 
Alone and dazed, Sika fell victim to a 
pinfall moments later. McGraw was 
so weak from loss of blood that he 
collapsed in the dressing room mo- 
ments after the victory. 


SCOREBOARD 


RIC FLAIR & STING vs. 
THE GREAT MUTA & TERRY FUNK 


_-_ 


Sting and Muta climb the Thunderdome 


When the electric Thunderdome 
was being lowered over Sting, Ric 
Flair, The Great Muta, and Terry 
Funk before the main event of “Hal- 
loween Havoc ’89” on October 28 in 
Philadelphia, the combatants forgot 
their sheer hatred for each another 
for a moment. Instead, they stared at 
the amazing structure about to engulf 
them. They all knew they had never 
seen anything quite like it during 
their careers. 

The 30x30’ cage was large 
enough to cover not only the ring, 
but the entire ringside area. At the 
top of the cage were ropes that the 
wrestlers could swing from. But the 
most dangerous aspect was the top 
five feet of steel, wired to deliver a 
shock to whoever touched it. 

When the bell rang, the cage be- 
came the wrestlers’ primary weapon. 
Flair tied to ram Funk’s body 
through the bars, which opened a 
huge gash on the Texan’s left hand. 
Sting and Muta battled near the top 
of the cage for minutes, using the 
ropes to kick and flail at each other. 

In fact, the two young competitors 
spent about half the match climbing 
up and down the cage walls. At one 
point, Muta extended his hand near 
the top, but it was quickly repelled 
by an intense electric shock. And 
Sting amazed the fans with an incred- 
ible athletic feat when he delivered a 


flying bodypress to Funk from near 
the top of the cage. The crowd was 
awestruck. 

The only way to win the bout was 
if the teams’ designated termina- 
tors—Gary Hart for Funk and Muta 
and Ole Anderson for Flair and 
Sting—threw in the towel for their 
men. As it tumed out, it would be a 
brawl between the terminators that 
would make the difference. 

After more than 20 minutes of 
brawling, Flair locked Funk in his 
figure-four, which had the Texan 
screaming in pain. Sting made mat- 
ters worse for Funk by delivering a 
pair of flying splashes from the top 
tumbuckle while the former NWA 
champion was still locked in Flair’s 
gnip. 

Muta got into a skirmish with spe- 
cial referee Bruno Sammartino on the 
ring apron, but the former WWF 
World champion quickly knocked 
the Oriental star out of the ring witha 
right hand. Anderson and Hart start- 
ed brawling in the ring, and a right 
by Ole sent Hart’s towel flying onto 
Sammartino’s shoulder. 

Sammartino never actually saw Hart 
throw in the towel, but he looked over 
to Anderson and saw that he still had 
his. He called for the bell to end what 
will surely go down in history as one 
of the wildest matches ever 
conducted. 
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INTERVIEW 90 


BRIAN PILLMAN 


It was mere coincidence that our final interview of the 1980s was with NWA World champion Ric Flair and 
that our first interview of the 1990s is with Brian Pillman. 


Honest. 


It's not that we expect Flyin’ Brian to hold the NWA World title six times in the 1990s. Nor do we expect him to 
be a five-time Wrestler of the Year and set new standards for professional wrestling. But if he does as Flair 


did, we really wouldn't be surprised. 


Take, for example, this comment from the “Nature Boy” himself: “Brian has all the tools to go a long way in 
this sport,”’ Flair said. ‘‘The loss to [Lex] Luger [at ‘Halloween Havoc’] really didn’t mean much, because it 
was his first shot at Luger and it was his first chance on pay-per-view TV. What’s more important is the way 

he handles himself and the way he can do all those things. If he puts on a few pounds, he can be one of the 


great ones.” 


In other words, Pillman doesn’t need to become a superheavyweight to succeed, but if he can combine his 
raw talent and courage with a little more muscle, his potential is limitless. 
For the record, Pillman is 6’, 226 pounds, and has been in the sport for 2/2 years. He was virtually ignored by 
the fans who voted for last year’s Rookie of the Year, although he and Bruce Hart were Stampede 
International tag team champions. Perhaps if fans had seen more of Pillman, they would have given him 


more consideration. 


Certainly, he’s always been a big hit with the ladies. Pillman is a handsome young man with flowing blond 
hair and a lean but muscular body. He always has time for the fans, and NWA announcer Jim Ross calls him 
“a joy to interview.”’ It’s almost impossible to think of him as a rulebreaker. 


Pillman came to the NWA last year as part of a large influx of new young talent that also claimed Sid Vicious 


and Scott Hall. He teamed with Hall at the outset, but quickly turned to singles wrestling. 

Flyin’ Brian rose through the ranks with victories over Bill Irwin and Norman the Lunatic. In September, he 
issued a challenge to Luger, who was virtually forced into accepting it. Later that month, he formed a tag 
team with another popular young star, Tom Zenk. 

Pillman agreed to speak with Senior Writer Dave Rosenbaum prior to his match against Luger at Clash of the 
Champions IX in Troy, New York. ‘‘He’s very down to earth, as you'd expect, but he also has the aura of a 
champion,” Rosenbaum reported. “He had a big match coming up, but he was very confident and didn’t look 
nervous at all. Yeah, he lost, but Pillman’s days of losing are coming to a swift conclusion.” 


WRESTLING 90: The first time you 
wrestled Luger, it was back in Sep- 
tember at the TV tapings and you 
really had no advance preparation for 
the match. Care to recall what hap- 
pened for us? 

PILLMAN: Sure. Luger said he’d 
wrestle anyone right then and there 
and | accepted his challenge. Luger, 
as | figured he might, backed off and 
refused to wrestle me. Instead, he 
wrestled somebody who he figured 
he could beat easily. But then | came 
to the ring and embarrassed Luger 
into accepting my challenge. Well, 
things got a bit out of hand, but | 
think | proved to Luger, and to all the 
fans, that | belonged in the same ring 
with him. 


WRESTLING 90: But weren’t you 
taking a big chance? After all, you 
had no idea that Luger was going to 
issue the challenge, so you really 
weren't ready for him. You could've 
flushed your whole career down the 
toilet just by being overzealous. 
PILLMAN: Well, that was a chance | 
was taking. I’ve learned in a very 
short time that, once in a while, you 
just have to say what the heck! My 
golden opportunity was right there. | 
had a choice of either going the 
same route and working my way up 
the ladder, maybe getting a title shot 
in about a year or so, or making an 
impact right there. Those chances 
come along once in a blue moon. 
WRESTLING 90: So you got your 


chance, proved your point, but Luger 
still didn’t want to wrestle you at 
“Halloween Havoc.” He claimed that 
he deserved a shot at Flair’s World 
title and didn’t want to bother with 
contenders for the U.S. title. Do you 
buy that? 

PILLMAN: This may surprise you, 
but | do. | really don’t think he was 
scared of me as much as he wanted 
a piece of Flair. You see, Luger is 
very egotistical and he doesn’t want 
a title that’s perceived as being sec- 
ond best. He wants Flair, he didn’t 
think Funk deserved another shot at 
Flair, and he was tired of waiting. Of 
course, he always knew that he’d 
have a hard time with me. | just wish 
| could've taken him a little further. 
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WRESTLING 90: But the loss didn’t 
seem to get you down. In fact, there 
were a lot of things that could have 
gotten you down that night. First of 
all, the crowd in Philadelphia was 
pro-Luger, which was unusual, be- 
cause you’ve been pretty popular 
since coming to the NWA. Second, 
he pinned you in the center of the 
ring and there really was no doubt 
about it. 

PILLMAN: Yes, but it was my first 
real shot at the title and, I’ve gotta 
admit, | felt the butterflies ... 
WRESTLING 90: You seem fine right 
now. 

PILLMAN: This is different. I’ve wres- 
tled Luger a few times, | feel as if I’m 
getting somewhere with him. He’s 
had to resort to cheating a few times 
to beat me, but before, that first time, 
it was a different story. Man, that was 
nerve-wracking! We got into the ring 
and | knew he could tell. This smile 
came over his face and he got real 
loose because he knew he could 
beat me. So, it was a learning experi- 
ence. As for the fans, well, you know 
that | pay a lot of attention to them, 
so | was very surprised. On the other 
hand, | went back to the dressing 
room afterward and a lot of the guys 
told me that Philadelphia fans do 
some strange things. For some rea- 
son, they seem to go for rulebreakers 
down there. 


THE MATCH BRIAN PILLMAN LOST TWICE 


It was bad enough that Brian Pillman suffered a controversial loss to U.S. 
champion Lex Luger at the November 15 Clash of the Champions IX in 


Troy, New York. And the beating he took at the hands of an enraged Luger 


after the match made the situation that much worse. 
But now it looks as if Luger will turn his attention to former tag team 
partner Sting—and that’s not good for Flyin’ Brian. 


“| can’t bother with Pillman anymore,” Luger said afterward. ‘‘l’ve got a 
problem with Sting now, and I’m gonna teach him a lesson. Besides, | think 


| proved to everyone tonight that Pillman just ain’t ready for me. The little 
boy oughta try coming back in a few more years to try again.” 

Pillman, however, should be proud of his effort against Luger. He had the 
“Total Package” on the run for most of the match and might have been 
headed for victory when the referee was knocked out in a collision. Luger 
took the opportunity to bash Pillman over the head with a chair and score 
the pin, but he wasn’t satisfied with mere victory. He continued to brutalize 
Pillman after the match, before Sting came out and saved the day. 

“lowe a lot to Sting,” Pillman said. “I’ve always known him as a man. of 
integrity, and what he did tonight, well, he didn’t have to do it. We haven't 
known each other very long, but what Sting did proved that he’s only out to 
do what’s right.” 

“Luger’s gonna have to change his attitude in a hurry,’ Sting said. 
“There was no call for what he did. | think he was just frustrated because 
he knew Brian had him beat. He had to prove a point, but | don’t think 
anybody was fooled.” 

But Pillman might be the odd man out. Sting and Luger have signed for a 
series of matches—and where does that leave Flyin’ Brian? 

—Dave Rosenbaum 
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Brian Pillman dropkicks Lex Luger during their match at Clash of the Champions IX. Despite losing, 
Pillman remains confident that he’ll soon win a major championship in the NWA. 


WRESTLING 90: And that’s some- 
thing you definitely are not. Can you 
see yourself as a rulebreaker some- 
where down the line? 

PILLMAN: No way! My style is to 
wear my opponent down with drop- 
kicks, other kinds of flying maneu- 
vers, and my raw skills. Bruce Hart in 
Stampede taught me a lot about sci- 
entific wrestling and aerial maneu- 
vers, and the other thing he taught 
me is that if you go about things the 
right way, you never have to worry 
about breaking the rules. That's 
something for men who just don’t 
have the skills. 

WRESTLING 90: Still, just last week 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, Luger got 
very aggressive without getting too 
dirty and pinned you again ... 
PILLMAN: Yes, but he did cheat. He 
used the ropes for leverage when he 
pinned me, or else there’s no way he 
would’ve had me. He hit me pretty 
hard a few times, but | wasn’t done. 
To tell you the truth, | was gonna call 
you on that one. 

WRESTLING 90: Call us? What did 
we do? 

PILLMAN: Well, | subscribe to Pro 


Wrestling Illustrated Weekly and saw 
where you guys wrote that | was 
“spent” in that match. Well, | wasn’t 
too spent to kick out the first time he 
had me pinned, and l’ve been in 
worse positions before. The point is, 
though, that I’m learning more and 
more with each match, |’m getting 
used to the travel, and Luger has to 
resort to new things every time to 
save his title. Well, | have a few tricks 
up my sleeve, too. 

WRESTLING 90: Anything you 
learned from Ric Flair? 

PILLMAN: Hey, Ric’s a helluva guy, 
and he helped me a lot during my 
first months here. That’s why | was 
happy to help him when Muta and 
Funk attacked him, and I'd do it 
again in a second. Flair’s one of the 
greatest wrestlers ever and he has a 
lot of integrity. Anytime he wants to 


tell me something, I’m all ears. But 
when | get into that ring, I’m on my 
own. That’s the first thing you learn 
as a wrestler. 

WRESTLING 90: What have you 
learned since coming to the NWA? It 
must be a lot different from 
Stampede. 

PILLMAN: There’s a big difference. 
First of all, you’re in a different major 
city every night with different crowds, 
different rings, everything. Up in Cal- 
gary, | could depend on a home- 
cooked meal almost every day. Sec- 
ond of all, there are a lot more 


the top 10, but I’m looking for more. | 
didn’t come here to make a living, | 
came here to make a name for 
myself. 

WRESTLING 90: Well, | think you’ve 
done that already. When you entered 
the arena tonight, there must have 
been about five or six dozen fans 
waiting outside for you. 

PILLMAN: That’s right, and my hand 
is sore from signing autographs! But, 
you know, that’s just part of the 
game. The fans have a right to our 
time. They pay their money for tick- 
ets, they give us their support, and 


Pillman leaps over Luger (left). In another match, he executes a hiptoss on the “Total Package” (above 
left) and applies an armlock (above right). Pillman admits that he may need a little more size before he’s 
able to compete with big men like Luger. 


wrestlers down here. The competition 
is more varied, Of course, things can 
get pretty rugged up in Calgary, too, 
and some of the sport’s greatest 
wrestlers have come out of there. 
The second thing I’ve learned is that 
what everybody is saying might be 
true. I’m going to have to work on 
getting a bit. bigger. You see, l’ve 
always kept in shape, but to me that 
meant staying streamlined. Down 
here, you have all these muscular 
wrestlers who are large, too. | figure 
maybe 10 or 15 more pounds of 
muscle will do it. 

WRESTLING 90: What will it do? 
PILLMAN: It will make me a champi- 
on. Maybe not World champion, not 
yet, because Flair is still on top. But it 
can make me U.S. champion and 
make me into one of the two or three 
best wrestlers in the NWA. Already, 
I’m pretty confident to say that I’m in 


they just ask for a little in return. 
Some wrestlers feel that wrestling a 
good match is enough, but there’s 
more to it than that. We're paid to 
wrestle good matches. Giving some 
time to the fans is no big deal. 
WRESTLING 90: Any final thoughts 
going into this match? [See sidebar 
for a recap of Pillman’s match 
against Luger at Clash of the Cham- 
pions IX]. 

PILLMAN: | have a few new ideas 
and strategies that I’d like to try out, 
and | think I’ve discovered a weak- 
ness in Luger. You know, he isn’t the 
greatest scientific or aerial wrestler, 
although he’s improved, and | think 
he can be beaten. In my mind, skill 
will always beat size. Maybe | won't 
be champion after tonight, but each 
match brings me closer. Luger’s run- 
ning out of time, and time is my 
greatest ally. O 
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Perfection Has 
lis Price 


Curt Hennig calls himself ‘‘Mr. Perfect,’’ but his career has 
been something Jess than perfect. As he tries to make up for 
the failures of his father, he is setting impossible standards for 
himself—standards that, if not reached, could mean his doom 


By Eddie Ellner 


T WAS A small club and its exis- 

tence, several years back, was short- 
lived. In fact, to call it a club at all 
would be misleading. The loose, infor- 
mal series of meetings between Lanny 
Poffo, Kevin Von Erich, Curt Hennig, 
Barry Windham, Greg Gagne, and Ter- 
ry Funk most closely resembled group 
therapy. 

The young wrestlers, all sons of fam- 
ous and (with the exception of Gagne) 
rulebreaking wrestling fathers, met for 
two long weekends in South Carolina. 
With Funk acting as elder statesman 
and moderator, the wrestlers discussed 
the problems and pressures facing 
them as sons of successful and de- 
manding role models. 

“Just being able to talk about it out 
in the open with people sharing the 
same problems was great,” recalled 
Funk. “When you grow up in a wres- 
tling household, the demands and ex- 
pectations—spoken and unspoken— 
are incredible. Sons always want to 
make their daddies proud. When your 
daddy is a champion wrestler, it makes 
it a bit more difficult.” 

It was a remarkably homogeneous 
and agreeable group. Their rich wres- 
tling heritage was obvious by their 
combined accomplishments, excep- 
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Curt Hennig pulls Jimmy Snuka off the mat. As a 
second-generation star, Hennig has had to deal 
with a lot of pressure. 


tional at any age, absolutely extraordi- 


nary when measured against the brief 
time span of some of their careers. 
Most had forsaken the rulebreaking 
principles espoused by their fathers in 
favor of science, technique, and the 
support of the fans. They aired their 
grievances against a background of 
promise and success. 

“It was either his way or no way,” 
said Barry Windham, recalling the anxi- 


ety of growing up in the Blackjack 
Mulligan household. 

“| knew my dad loved me and 
Dory,” recalled a somber Terry Funk. 
“He just couldn’t show it. Thought it 
would make us soft.” 

“Dad couldn’t understand why my 
life didn’t revolve around the wrestling 
ring,” is how Lanny Poffo remembers 
father Angelo’s attitude. “The ironic 
thing is how he told me to take it easy 
and not work so hard.” 

Each wrestler opened the window to 
years of frustration and psychological 
torment. Exposing the pain and pres- 
sure proved enormously satisfying. 

“It was one of the most valuable 
experiences of my life,” says Funk. 
“The only guy who didn’t seem to 
have a good time was Hennig. He 
couldn't seem to relax. When it was 
his turn to talk, all he could say was 
how the rest of us wouldn’t under- 
stand. Which was absurd. Of course 
we understand. We're the only ones in 
the world who do understand.” 

When Hennig did talk, he spoke of 
frigid winter mornings during which 
his father, Larry the Ax, woke him be- 
fore school for five miles of torturous 
road work. “Dad never forced me to 
do it,” Hennig told his comrades, “but 

(Continued on page 60) 


ble, Hogan saved the day. The 
Megapowers were born. 

So the feud lay dormant for over a 
year, although it simmered and devel- 
oped all the while. It peaked again last 
February, when the Hogan-Elizabeth- 
Savage triangle ripped apart, destroy- 
ing the Megapowers. Hogan regained 
the WWF title from Savage at Wrestle- 
Mania V (Hogan had helped him win it 
at WrestleMania IV). Elizabeth joined 
Hogan. Sensational Sherri joined Sav- 
age. Hogan and Savage met numerous 
times through the fall of 1989, but Sav- 
age failed to: a)regain the title, and 
b) cripple Hogan. 

Think he’s going to give up now? 

Think again. 


) 
ENSATIONAL SHERRI WON'T let 
him! The reason the Savage-Hogan 
feud isn’t going to die is because Sen- 
sational Sheri is the craziest lady 
you've ever seen! She’s your nagging 
mother 10 times over. She’s like that 
hag sitting on the street comer, only a 
lower form of scum: a pig, a skank, a 


witch, all rolled into one! 

She couldn’t give a damn about Ran- 
dy Savage, but she wants a taste of 
glory! She wants Hogan dead and dis- 
graced, she wants Savage with the 
belt around his waist, and she wants 
all the prizes that go along with it. She 
hates the fans! She hates authority! 
Maybe she was once beaten by an old 
boyfriend and now insists on taking it 
out on everyone else. Maybe she’s 
just such a crazy woman that she fol- 
lows voices in her head. 

And, for some strange reason, Sav- 
age is enamored of her! He adored 
Elizabeth, but he loves Sher. Ugliest 
thing that ever stepped foot in.a wres- 
tling ring, and he listens to every word 
she says. 

Maybe it’s because this wild woman 
isn’t afraid to get in the ring and go 
toe-to-toe with Hulk Hogan, no matter 
how many times she gets bruised and 
battered. 

Then again, maybe she isn’t so cra- 
zy. Maybe she simply hates Hogan 
and realizes that if Savage beats him, 


history will have to be rewritten. Ho- 
gan will no longer be the unbeatable 
god of wrestling. 

That's true. And since Savage will 
never give up, Hogan’s entire career 
depends on silencing this schizo- 
phrenic madman and his bizarre 
girlfriend. 


e 

T ALL STARTED when ... 

Nah, you don’t wanna hear this 
again. You wanna hear how it’s going 
to end! 

Okay, it will end early in this de- 
cade. The Hogan-Savage feud will not 
camry wrestling past the year 2000, and 
will not be the super-spectacular main 
event of WrestleMania XXVII at the 
Mars Civic Center. 

Can you see it now? Hogan and Sav- 
age enter the ring wearing gravity 
suits. Sensational Sherri does a real 
moonwalk across the ring, pokes a pin 
into Hogan’s suit, and sends “Hulka- 
mania” soaring into another galaxy ... 

Wherein Captain Kirk and the crew 

(Continued on page 50) 
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A war is being fought between muscle and skill as wrestling 


heads into the last decade of the 20th century. Will the champi- 
on of the future look like Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Sting, Jerry 
Lawler . . . all of the above, or none of the above? Wrestling 90 
examines the state of the art 


ODYSLAM. LEGDROP. PIN. Once 

it was dropkick; suplex, hook the 
leg, pin. Or some other version. But a 
6'8”, 302-pound tanned muscleman 
from Venice Beach changed all that. 
He’s a champ. 

But wait! There’s also a 6'1”, 243- 
pound, well-built—but not heavily 
muscled—man from Minneapolis who 
uses the figure-four leglock to great 
effect and can keep going for 90 min- 
utes! He’s a champ, too. 

Which one is the dinosaur? We've 
spent most of the past decade arguing 
over who’s better, but which one will 
survive? 

Which man represents the champi- 
ons of the 1990s? 


THE PAST 

The champion of the ’90s—the 
1890s, that is—and into the turn of the 
century was George Hackenschmidt. 
The Pictorial History Of Wrestling calls 
him the greatest champion of his era, a 
man with a magnificent physique, but 
an accomplished wrestler, too. 

“He was a genuine wrestler who re- 
fused to resort to showmanship and 
had a tendency to defeat his oppo- 
nents quickly,” wrote wrestling histori- 
an Graeme Kent. Pictures of the Rus- 
sian-bom Hackenschmidt show that he 
had a spectacularly muscled body on 
a huge frame. And, according to Kent, 
he started a trend away from wrestlers 
with compact builds and toward 


giants. 
But old trends lead to new trends. 
Frank Gotch, who beat 


By Craig Peters 


Hackenschmidt for the World champi- 
onship in 1905, was built more along 
the traditional lines of Bob Backlund, 
who held the WWF World ttle some 
70 years later. The champions of the 
second decade fell into a similar 
mode (Joe Stecher was downnght 
scrawny). 

The trend continued through the 
1920s and ‘30s. Jim Londos was power- 
fully built, but certainly not a giant, 
and he’s right there on any list of all- 
time greats. “Strangler” Lewis, a vi- 
cious, dominant wrestler, was impos- 
ing, though certainly not muscular, 
and no monster. 

Then, in 1937, the era of Lou Thesz 
began. We've all seen Thesz many 
times, and it’s easy to see that he was 
built for scientific wrestling. He recent- 
ly claimed he could beat WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan, a claim start- 
ling not only because of the age differ- 
ence, but because Hogan dwarfs 
Thesz. 

A tour of the 1940s gives us more of 
the same. Bronko Nagurski, Whipper 
Watson, Thesz again. They were built 
for speed, stamina, and agility, but not 
for power. The 1950s gave us a little 
more muscle, men like Buddy Rogers 
and Pat O'Connor, but, again, no 
behemoths. 

Later in the decade and into the ear- 
ly 1960s, Hulk Hogan, The Ultimate 
Warrior, Lex Luger, Sting, and The 
Road Warriors emerged from their 
mother's bellies. The age of the mus- 
cle wrestler, however, was still a long 
way off. 


WWF World champion Bruno Sam- 9) 


martino, who ushered in the ’60s and > 
the '70s, was bulky but not chiseled. i 
AWA World champion Verne Gagne, «, 
who dominated the "70s and ‘80s, nev- 3" 
er tried to overpower an opponent. In 
all likelihood, he wouldn’t have been | 
able to. Fritz Von Erich was tough and , 
built like a bully, not an adonis. 

And not until December 10, 1973, ' 
when Superstar Graham won the 
WWF World title from Bruno Sammar- 
tino, did wrestling have another world 
champion that resembled a 
bodybuilder. 

But still, the *70s were much like the 
decades before it. Stan Stasiak, Pedro 
Morales, Harley Race, Jack Brisco, Ter- 5 
ry Funk, Nick Bockwinkel, and Back- 
lund fell into the traditional mode. The 
lesson was very clear: Weightlifting E 
was not necessary to be a wrestling 
champion. The important thing was to — 
be in shape. The prerequisites were 
speed, stamina, agility, skill, and ™& 
toughness: All of the above or a good 
combination would do. 

Then, in the early 1980s, The Road 
Warriors came along and things start- | 
ed to change. In 1984, Hulk Hogan 
won the WWF World title from The 


Iron Sheik, an outstanding scientific tx 


wrestler (an Olympic medalist, in fact). 
Two years ago, The Ultimate Warrior 
won his first Intercontinental 


championship. 

Of course, these extraordinary men 
are still the exception. Ric Flair domi- [ 
nated the 1980s; he’s muscular, but 
certainly not huge, and relies mostly } 


on skill and guile. Larry Zbyszko is 
AWA World champion and Jeny 
Lawler is dominating the USWA. 

Little by little, however, promoters 
and managers are searching out the 
musclemen. Suddenly, power is win- 
ning championships and drawing 
crowds. But while we still have a com- 
bination of muscle champs and skill 
champs, the trend is obvious. 

Once again, wrestling is ready for 
the ’90s. 


THE SEEDS OF CHANGE 

“The sport hasn’t changed,” Back- 
lund said, “and a few musclemen 
aren't going to change it. For every 
Hulk Hogan that makes a trillion dol- 
lars off his muscles, there’ll be another 
small guy with skill ready to bring him 
down. Hogan’s the most protected 
champion in history, but put him in the 
NWA and we'd see a different story. 
He’s an aberration.” 

Backlund could be right, but history 
shows that in other sports, the niles 
and parameters didn’t have to change 
for the game to change. Hockey is 
more wide-open and high-scoring than 
ever before, thanks to expansion and a 
couple of guys named Gretzky and 
Lemieux. Basketball is a higher scor- 
ing game because the players are tall- 
er and faster. They’re still playing the 
same game. 

“When The Road Warriors first hit 
the scene in the mid-’80s, they were 
really freakish,” Rick Steamboat re- 
called. “Here were these huge, mus- 
cular guys who hit the ring and wiped 
out their opponents, instead of trying 
to wrestle an entire match. People 
were amazed by them and they were 
the hottest thing going.” 

Today, however, the Warriors are 
not so unusual. We have The Sky- 
scrapers—Sid Vicious and Danny 
Spivey—who are actually taller and 
bigger than the Legion of Doom. The 
Powers of Pain are another extremely 
muscular team, although one that has 
been unsuccessful in the WWF. 

But—surprise!—none of the so-called 
muscle teams hold a world title. In- 
stead, it’s three brawling teams—The 
Destruction Crew in the AWA, The 
Freebirds in the NWA, and Demolition 
in the WWF—that are on top. 

The singles situation, however, is a 
little different. At least five of the top 
10 wrestlers can be considered mus- 
clemen: WWF World champion Ho- 
gan, Intercontinental champion The Ul- 
timate Warrior, U.S. champion Lex 
Luger, Stampede North American 
champion Larry Cameron, and USWA 
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Sid Vicious boots Ranger Ross (above); Vicious’ size should make him a force in the ’90s. Demolition 
Smash takes a swing at Tully Blanchard (below); Demolition enjoyed the longest WWF tag reign ever. 


Texas champ Kerry Von Erich. 

“The sport has most definitely 
changed,” former AWA World champ 
Nick Bockwinkel said. “About 10 
years ago, very few wrestlers had the 
Charles Atlas build, and those that did 
weren't very successful. Brawling, 
guts, science, they were all more im- 
portant. I’m afraid that’s about to change’ 


GET READY FOR THE ’90s 
If you’re looking for a sweeping 


conclusion, you’ve come to the wrong 
place. 

First of all, Ric Flair isn’t planning to 
retire. 

“T don’t think there’s a man in wres- 
tling that can beat me and come right 
back and beat me again,” Flair said. “I 
am the classic all-around wrestler, and 
no Hulk Hogan or Lex Luger is gonna 
get a piece of my action until I’m 
good and ready.” 

Flair is muscular in the sense that 


The Ultimate Warrior prepares to pounce on Rick Rude. The Warrior has a super-developed physique, 
but he’s not a wrestling technician. Nevertheless, he’s the Intercontinental champion, and up-and-coming 


grapplers are trying to emulate him. 


THE SPORT: CHANGES FOR THE '90s 


As wrestlers become bigger and the emphasis goes away from outsmarting 
opponents, wrestling intellectuals have posed several ways of dealing with 
what they call the “declining beauty of the sport.” 

Enlarge the ring. Although there is no standard ring size, most are approx- 
imately 18x 18 or 20x 20, and it’s been that way for a long time. 

Wrestlers are bigger than ever, and the tnily huge men have an advantage. 
If the rings were larger, the smaller men would have more room to move— 
and the bigger man would have to learn how to move. They wouldn't be able 
to crowd smaller opponents. 

@ Add padding to the mat. The floor of most wrestling rings is surprisingly 
hard. When a wrestler is slammed onto the mat, his body is severely jarred. 
Bigger wrestlers, of course, rely heavily on slamming opponents. If the mat 
had more padding, these slams would have less impact, and the musclemen 
would have to come up with news ways to weaken an opponent. 

@ Eliminate the five-count. When a wrestler uses an illegal hold, he has five 
seconds to break it. Once the hold is broken, he can reapply it for another 
four seconds. Eliminating the five-count and disqualifying a wrestler immedi- 
ately for the infraction or reducing the five-count to a three-count would put a 
severe limitation on a nilebreaker. 

—Craig Peters 


many champions of the past were 
muscular: He realizes that a man must 
be in good shape and have a certain 
amount of muscle to compete under 
the sport’s rugged conditions, but he 
also knows that skill plays a great part 
in success. The key is to have the 
proper balance of each; very few 
heavily muscled men tured out to be 
great scientific wrestlers. 

“It’s like everything else,” Flair said. 
“Tt takes a little bit of everything. You 
gotta be well-rounded to be the best.” 

So how can we explain the Hogan 
phenomenon? 

“The emphasis in the WWF is on 
size and that’s going to dictate a lot of 
what happens in the ’90s, too,” former 
NWA World champion Harley Race 
said. “The WWF recruits and signs 
big men, then gets some smaller men 


(Continued on page 52) 
Wrestling 90 / 39 


THE SKYS 


ARE HEADED FOR 


The entire wrestling world 
quakes in the presence of 
The Skyscrapers, Dan 
Spivey and Sid Vicious. 
But apparently, their 
manager, Teddy Long, is 
having trouble keeping 
harmony between his two 
budding superstars. Could 
The Skyscrapers be 
heading for collapse? 
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By Bob Smith 


[; WAS SUPPOSED to have been a night 
for The Skyscrapers to achieve the great- 
est success of their careers, the end result of 
their six months of working and teaming to- 
gether. It was the night Dan Spivey and Sid 
Vicious, an incredible pair of massive ath- 
letes, were supposed to prove they were the 
number-one contenders to the NWA World 
tag team title by soundly defeating Rick and 
Scott Steiner. 

But it didn’t turn out that way. It was 
really a wasted night. 

Another wasted night, that is. 

“We oughta be on top of the whole NWA 
by now,” complained a livid Spivey after he 
and Vicious were disqualified against the 
Steiners during Clash of the Champions IX 
on November 15 in Troy, New York. “We 
should be the champs by now, too. But 
there’s too much bull goin’ on. Too many 
factors are taking us away from our rightful 
place at the top of the heap. I should be 
proud to be a member of The Skyscrapers. I 
should be a champion.” 

Vicious listened intently as his partner 
complained to a host of reporters in the RPI 
Fieldhouse’s aging locker room. The 6’8”, 
300-pounder decided he had heard enough, 
and tried to curtail the interview. 


CIVIL WAR! 


“That's it,” yelled Vicious. “Interview’s 
over. Get the hell outta here.” 

“Not so fast, rook,” said Spivey, more 
than a little perturbed. “J schedule my own 
interviews around here, not you. Just re- 
member who’s been in this sport longer, 
chum.” 

Anarchy in the ranks? Not quite yet. As 
one of the largest teams currently active in 
the sport, the 618-pound Skyscrapers are 
also one of the most feared, The blending of 
Spivey, a knowledgeable six-year veteran, 
and Vicious, an incredible mountain of mus- 
cle, was one of the shrewdest ideas of 1988. 
From the moment they made their NWA 
debut together this past June, expectations 
were extremely high for these men. 

Perhaps too high. Even before The Sky- 
scrapers had ever defeated any of the federa- 
tion’s top contenders, many fans and ex- 
perts were predicting they would be the 
World tag team champions before the end 
of last year. Theodore Long, their rookie 
manager, was sure they would bring him in- 
stant success. 

But those bold predictions failed to come 
true. In their initial matches against teams 
like the Steiners and The Road Warriors, 

(Continued on page 54) 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 


HE “AMERICAN DREAM” Dusty Rhodes likes to think of 

himself as the common man. And where does the common 
man take his vacation? Perhaps a family drive down to Disney 
World with a side trip to the Kennedy Space Center? Maybe a 
few days in the country with a little fishing mixed in? Or maybe 
just a few days hanging around the house, watching movies and 
taking in a few games? 

Nope. This common man takes his vacation on the faraway 
fantasy island of St. Maarten, a lush vacation paradise in which the 
nich and famous romp freely among the hoi polloi of this Virgin 
Islands playground. Dusty Rhodes—son of a plumber, pizzaman, 
Everyman—takes his vacation in uncommon places. 

“But that shouldn’t be held against him,” said Senior Editor Bill 
Apter, who accompanied Rhodes and several other wrestlers on 
this island jaunt. “‘He wasn’t the kind of man who snaps his fingers 
for servants and expects to be waited upon. Dusty really is the 
common man and he doesn’t put on airs.” 

In fact, while most people arrive at the St. Maarten airport 
looking like they just walked out of Gentleman’s Quarterly, 
Rhodes sported a pair of wom blue-jeans, T-shirt, workout jacket, 
and a baseball cap. On the golf course, Dusty’s body isn’t cov- 


ered with Izod alligators and expensive plaid pants. He just threw 
an oversized T-shirt over his Speedos and banged away. 

“Dusty’s idea of enjoying himself has nothing to do with how 
he’s dressed or who he’s with,” Apter reported. “His goal is to 
have a good time and that’s exactly what he did. This is the 
perfect example of what I mean: Dusty is a huge man and Ronnie 
Garvin, who’s in great shape, was also along for the trip. But Dusty 
isn't ashamed of his body. He’s as relaxed as can be.” 

Dusty spent a good portion of his island vacation simply relax- 
ing from the busy schedule he has kept for years in the NWA and 
WWF. “Rasslin’s busy work,” Dusty said while stretching out on a 
lounge chair. “I think I deserve to take in the sun and just rejuve- 
nate my form, if you will.” 

He spent the rest of his days exploring the island on a motor 
scooter, swimming, and even had some time for a little tennis. At 
night, Dusty was confronted by sumptuous buffets that put his 
voracious appetite to the test. The “Dream” likes to dance, sing, 
and just hang out in nightclubs shooting the breeze with his 
friends. 

“He did all that,” Apter said. ‘He seemed to have a great time. 
This is a man who really eas his vacations." 


Ronnie Garvin joins Dusty on the beach. Since there is no “off-season” in wrestling, wrestlers 
try to make the most of the little time off they get. Dusty had a big list of activities. 
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The Road’ Warriors, the decade’s dominant tag 
team, are presented with the inaugural Crockett Cup 
by Mrs. Jim Crockett Sr. (above). The Crockett Cup 
tag team tournament was one of many of the '80s’ 
supercard promotions. Cyndi Lauper’s friendship 
with Capt, Lou Albano and Hulk Hogan (below) was 
made possible by the “rock ’n’ wrestling’ move- 
ment that swept the WWF in the ’80s. 


The NWA’s “War Games” (below) was a popular 
innovation with wrestlers and fans. Unusual match- 
es with even more unusual stipulations were a trend 
for the ’80s, 


Sgt. Slaughter’s muscular patriotism (left) inspired a 
nation and spawned a host of flag-waving imitators. 
With her grace and beauty, Elizabeth (above) provid- 
ed another form of inspiration; by leading Randy 
Savage to the WWF World and Intercontinental ti- 
tles, Elizabeth proved that a woman can be a suc- 
cessful manager. 
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YOU DECIDE 


IN the 1980s. One 
“You Decide” we'll never 
have is whether wrestling is 
different now than it was 10 
years ago. The answer is 
clear: The way the sport is 
presented and the way 
matches are fought have no- 
ticeably changed. 

But has wrestling changed 
for the better? 

In 1980, Vince McMahon 
Jr. was best-known as an an- 
nouncer on WWF'§ tele- 
casts—a smart but homey in- 
dividual with an obvious 
love for the sport and con- 
cem for the regional federa- 
tion his father owned. As we 
enter 1990, Vince McMahon Jr. is best-known as the mul- 
timillionaire who heads the WWF, a megabucks federa- 
tion that threatens to swallow the wrestling world. 

At the start of 1980, the NWA World title was held by 
Harley Race and the WWF World title was held by Bob 
Backlund, two of the finest scientific wrestlers the sport 
has ever seen. As we enter 1990, Ric Flair, a superb 
scientific wrestler, owns the NWA belt, but Hulk Hogan, 
a powerhouse with limited wrestling skills, is the WWF 
World champion—and the most popular man in the sport. 

At the start of 1980, the word supercard wasn’t a part of 
the wrestling vocabulary. In 1989 alone, supercards such 
as WrestleMania V, SummerSlam ‘89, The Survivor Series, 
Royal Rumble, Starrcade ‘89, The Great American Bash, 
and Music City Showdown studded the wrestling calen- 
dar. Pay-per-view TV entered the wrestling dictionary. 

When the ’80s began, there were three strong world 
championship federations—the NWA, AWA, and WWF— 
which controlled different parts of the country. The small- 
er federations thrived, especially those within the NWA, 
and fans in the most remote parts of the country had the 
opportunity to attend live cards. As the '90s begin, the 
WWF and the Ted Tumer-owned NWA are the two pow- 
erhouses. The AWA rarely runs large arena shows and 
the satellite regions have broken out of the NWA. Some 
lived, most died. The independent federation is 
struggling. 

And yet, more people than ever have the opportunity 
to watch wrestling, either in the bigger arenas or on pay- 
per-view, cable, local, and even network TV. Cable-TV, 
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WERE THE '80s GOOD OR BAD 
FOR WRESTLING? 


RESTLING CHANGED 


The Roddy Piper-Mr. T boxing match at WrestleMania Il may not have 
belonged on a wrestling card, but it brought attention to the event. 
Le 


in fact, has given national at- 
tention to smaller federations. 

But, after all this, we find 
ourselves back at the ongi- 
nal question: Has the sport 
changed for the better in the 
80s? And does wrestling 
enter the ’90s in a thriving, 
vibrant position, secure in its 
place as a means of enter- 
tainment for millions of peo- 
ple, like baseball, football, 
and basketball? 

We are not trying to judge 
the 1980s as a good or bad 
wrestling decade. We are 
trying to judge how the 
1980s will affect the future of 
our sport. Did the 1980s put 
wrestling in good position 
for the ‘90s, or is the sport in trouble? Were the ‘80s 
good for wrestling? 

Consider the pros and cons of the issue and use the 
ballot on page 59 to register your opinion. Your com- 
ments are welcome—and encouraged—and the results 
will be published in the Summer 1990 issue of Wrestling 
90. 

Your answer to this question is extremely important, for 
it provides us with a barometer to measure whether you 
are satisfied with the state of the sport. And, let’s face it, 
if you're satisfied, the future of wrestling figures to be 
bright. If not, something has to change. 


THE ’80s WERE GOOD FOR WRESTLING 

@ Broadened interest. Over 93,000 fans attended Wres- 
tleMania III. Wrestling can now be seen on network 
television. Pay-per-view gave fans the chance to see are- 
na matches they could not have otherwise seen. Newspa- 
pers and magazines gave more attention to the sport. 
Hulk Hogan became a national sports figure. Wrestling is 
no longer a minor sport. 

@The Supercards. WrestleMania, Starrcade, and other 
big-name, big-money cards added excitement to the 
wrestling calendar. Fans have something to look forward 
to every few months. Promoters added glamor to the 
sport and attracted fans they never had before. Celebri- 
ties became commonplace at these big events. Wrestling 
has a World Series. 

@ Athleticism. Wrestlers are bigger, stronger, and fast- 


(Continued on page 59) 


Wrestling 90 / 45 


ee BACK ISSUES OF x 


February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 
May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 
October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D. 
January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thomton, Keirn. 
June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 
September 1981/Backiund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 
April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 
May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling Il. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other, 
July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera, 
August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 
November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 
December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 
March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

|! 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 
May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich, 
June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 
July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 


December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade ‘83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorit. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, 

The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Fiair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan. Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards, 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade "84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Invins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 


August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions ll. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 

, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 


tah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comeskey Park, Taylor. 

esi! 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, in, Reed, Datebook. 
March 1986/Starrcatie '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Staughter. 


April 1996/Savage-Hogan, hdartel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 


May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1 n-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Omdort-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of ’80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Omdorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Toury. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Joumey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel, 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

duly 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 

A 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December Mah Mealy eg Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nik 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 
February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 
April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Am, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 
1968/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
erty Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 
July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 
September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 
October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 


Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 


December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage's career. 
February 1989/The Champions in '89, 
Duggan, Roberts, 1989 datebook 

April 1989/Starrcade '88, Savage-Ho- 
gan, Funk-Mulligan, Heenan, Abdullah. 
May 1989/Royal Rumble, WrestleMa- 
nia, Rhodes, Lawler, Horsemen. 

June 1989/Chi-Town Rumble, Hogan- 
Towers, R&R Express, Rougeaus. 
July 1989/WrestleMania V, Sting, 
Steamboat, Martel vs. Rude, Embry. 
August 1989/Luger & Sting, Ultimate, 
Fiair's personal photos, Bulldogs. 
September 1989/Duggan, Wrestle 
War, Rhodes, Flair-Steamboat, Japan, 
October 1989/Great American Bash, 
Piper-Ventura, Savage-Hogan. 
November 1989/Hogan’s toughest 
matches, Snuka, Sting, Skyscrapers. 
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BEST BET 


TOMMY 
JAMMER 


Facts & Figures 

Age: 24 

Height: 6’4” 

Weight: 240 

Hometown: San Diego, California 


Biggest Match: June 11, 1989; 
teamed with Greg Gagne to defeat 
The Destruction.Crew 


Immediate Goal: ‘‘To win the 
AWA tag team title. I’ve beaten 
Wayne Bloom and Mike Enos : 
before, so now all l'need is another 
good partner to do it again.” 


‘ange Goal: ‘‘To win the 
AWA World championship. Larry : 
Zbyszko’s no champion; butI’llbe * 
a titleholder the fans can respect.”’ 


r 
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NOW ON SALE 


You've probably 
already seen 
ROLLERGAMES 
on television: hard- 
hitting action as six 


COLLECTORS’-ITEM FIRST ISSUE! 

The debut issue of ROLLERGAMES magazine will be a 
genuine collectors’ item. Packed with dozens of full-color 
pages, it will include: 


teams of skaters 
compete for glory ® In-depth profiles of each team! 
on a figure-eight Learn all about The Rockers, 
track packed with Bad Attitude, The Violators, 
danger and Hot Flash, The Maniacs, and the 
excitement! world-famous T-Birds! 
®@ A complete explanation of the 
Now comes ROLLERGAMES ROLLERGAMES rules 


magazine, brought to you by the same 
award-winning staff that brings you Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, 
Inside Wrestling, Wrestling 89, Sports 
Review Wrestling—the publications that % 
bring all the excitement, drama, and 
intrigue of pro wrestling into your home. 


®@ “Manager's Forum,” an in-depth 
interview, ‘‘Scouting Report,” statistics 
listings, and “‘Commissioner’s Corner” 
® Many more features and surprises!!! 


_g»  Thecollectors’ edition 
of ROLLERGAMES 
magazine is on sale 

right now!!! 


AVOID A SELLOUT— 
GET TO YOUR NEWSSTAND EARLY! 


ROLLERGAMES MAGAZINE 
A NEW ERA IN SPORTS 


***SPECIAL BONUS OFFER!!! * * * 
Receive your copy of RollerGames magazine 
hot off the presses! Send just $2.95 (plus 
$1.05 shipping and handling) 

for each issue you rep 


he Make check or money order payable and send to: 


mee ///// oe 


()Yes! | want to be in on all the action of RollerGames! Please send me ___ ean 
| of the collectors’ edition first issue. | am enclosing $4.00 ($2.95 plus $1.05 shipping and 
handling) for each issue ordered. 


| Name 


| Address Apt. 


a es 


| (U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries $5.00 per issue. 
L Please allow up to eight weeks for delivery.) 


Check your local television listings to see when ROLLERGAMES airs in your area! 


GOLDEN MOMENT 


A RATHER BIG LADD 
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HEN ANDRE THE GIANT made his professional 

debut in 1971, no one had ever seen anything 
quite like him. At a massive 7’4” and in excess of 400 
pounds, almost no one could rival his size and strength. 
In 1972, Andre engaged in a brutal series of matches 
against rugged 6’8” Canadian Don Leo Jonathan. And for 
the next two years, Andre stormed over all his much 
smaller, outclassed opponents. 

Until Emie Ladd came along, that is. At 69” and close 
to 300 pounds, Ladd was perhaps the most mobile big 
man of his time. A former AFL All-Pro defensive end, 
Ladd considered himself to be the best big man in the 
sport, and bragged that Andre had no wrestling talent 
whatsoever. 

“Who wants to wrestle some freak?” Ladd told an 
Inside Wrestling reporter in August 1974. “He’s too big 
to be considered a real wrestler. He’s an overgrown 
joke, not a man. Tell him to go beat on a gorilla!” 

Ladd continued to balk at the prospect of wrestling 
against Andre until promoters came up with a dollar 
amount sufficient to coerce the “Big Cat” into taking on 
Andre at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles. 

Billed as “The Battle Of The Giants,” fans got every- 


thing they wanted in this action-packed match. Both men 
were at the peak of their physical capabilities, and both 
were anxious to prove their superiority over the other. 
When the opening bell sounded, Ladd immediately got 
into a lineman’s crouch and dared Andre to come charg- 
ing at him. 

Andre accepted the challenge, but was one step 
ahead of the gridiron legend. When Ladd barreled 
ahead, Andre, who was much quicker in those days, 
sidestepped Ladd, allowing him to careen into the ring 
ropes. After suffering that initial humiliation, Ladd no 
longer wanted to win—he wanted to cripple. 

Both men battled ferociously from that point. Andre 
tried to stay within the rulebook, but Ladd continuously 
jabbed his loaded thumb into the Frenchman’s throat. 
Angered beyond reason, Andre ran at top speed toward 
Ladd, and the giants butted heads—but the referee got 
caught between them, and he was literally squeezed into 
submission. After he was revived, the arbiter disqualified 
both men. 

This was the first bout ever between these two leg- 
ends, and they went on to have many more. No series 
between big men has ever been greater. O 
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of the Enterprise finally get to meet 
the “Hulkster” after waiting 400 years. 

Won't happen. 1995 rolls around, 

feud'll be over for three years. Here’s 
a fact most people aren’t aware of: Ho- 
gan is younger than Savage and has 
been wrestling six fewer years. Savage 
will be washed up long before Hogan 
is. 
Anyway, we're back on earth in 
1992. A year earlier, Hogan got into 
this Rick Steamboat kick and began 
bringing his wife and child to the ring. 
Sheri, overcome by the womanly in- 
stinct for motherhood, suddenly gets 
jealous, runs out to the ring (Hogan 
hasn’t wrestled Savage in nearly a 
year), slaps Linda Hogan, and mus off 
with the child. 

Anyone who thinks that wouldn’t re- 
start the Hogan-Savage feud simply 
isn’t playing with a full deck. 

So Hogan and Savage wrestle each 
other every night for 365 straight 
nights. Hogan effectively deals with 
the criticism that he doesn’t defend 
the title often enough. He pins Savage 
364 times (the 43rd match ended in a 
countout when Elizabeth came out in 
that _itsy-bitsy-teenie-weenie yellow 
polka-dot bikini we’ve been waiting 
for since SummerSlam ’88). On the 
366th night, Hogan and Savage have 
their 10th Madison Square Garden re- 
match. The fans, bored to death, virtu- 
ally boycott the match. The attendance 
is 536. 

And that, dear friends, is the only 
way the Savage-Hogan feud will ever 
end. 


@ 
E PUTS HIS hand around Sav- 
age’s throat, presses down, and 
can feel the blood rushing through his 
swollen veins. The sense of power 
surging through Hogan’s body is un- 
like any he has ever felt, far greater 
than the sound of 93,000 fans chanting 
“Hogan! Hogan!” and much stronger 
than the millions of dollars he has col- 
lected over the years. 

It is a feeling that finally, for once, 
destiny is in his own hands. As much 
as Hogan would like to think that he 
controls his life, his wrestling destiny 
has always been controlled by others. 
Paul Orndorff attacked him, so Hogan 
responded. Andre the Giant humiliat- 
ed him, Hogan responded. Randy Sav- 
age attacked, Hogan responded. 

His entire career has been a series 
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Hogan vs. Savage 
(Continued from page 35) 


of actions and responses, but never 
has he initiated his own future. Jf no- 
body ever went after me, would I ever 
go after them? 

The fans looks on in shock, unable 


to chant their usual Hulkamaniac 


chants, because this is something they 
have never seen. Seconds go by, but 
they seem like minutes. Savage’s face 
is beetred, but the rest of his body 
has tumed milk-white in a struggle for 
life. The Hogan look is not the Hogan 


look, but very different. Dangerous. 

My career, the look says, this is my 
career in my own hands, If I put him 
out of his misery, I'll put him out of my 
misery, too. He'll never stop bothering 
me until I make it so that he can’t 
bother me. 

And then he releases his grip. Sav- 
age is too spent to mount a counterat- 
tack and too stunned to even try. His 
body is limp. His face is ashen. He 
wonders whether that surge of evil en- 
ergy that seemed to envelope Hogan’s 
body will suddenly retum and send 
him back into peril. 

Hogan gets up, walks over to his 
comer, grabs the belt, climbs out of 
the ring, and walks back to the dress- 
ing room. “Real American” is blaring 
on the arena sound system, but the 
crowd is silent. 

Then something amazing happens. 

Sherri runs into the ring and starts 
barking out orders to Savage. Get up! 
Get up! He's getting away, she 
screams, sounding more and more 
like the crazy woman she really is. He 
humiliated you. He left you lying here 
like a pile of worthless garbage. 

Her words become more and more 
incoherent as her voice becomes 
louder and faster. Savage lies in the 
middle of the ring and stares into 
space, wondering how he ever got 
into this mess. 


® 

HEY WERE BEST as friends. Ho- 

gan and Savage were glorious as 
the Megapowers, with Elizabeth as 
their beautiful centerpiece, They were 
unbeatable, and it is a known fact that, 
during the age of the Megapowers, 
Hogan and Savage never lost a match, 
either on their own or as a team. 

That’s so strange, too, because they 
are natural enemies, two men abso- 
lutely and positively different. Savage 
is the better wrestler, Hogan is the 
more successful wrestler, and there is 
something between them that always 
seems to separate the great from the 
not-so-great, an invisible wall that Sav- 
age can never seem to penetrate. 

Will he ever stop trying? 

Will Sherri ever Jet him stop trying? 

That’s really the key now. Perhaps 
one day Savage will realize that he 
can’t beat Hogan, one day years after 
the rest of the world has come to the 
same conclusion. 

But until Savage stops trying... and 
until Hogan makes him stop trying... 
there'll always be that modicum of 
doubt. 

Doubt that Hogan must always live 
with. O 


The Official Pro Wrestling Illustrated and KO Magazine 
canvas tote bags are just right for carrying gym equipment 
and school books. They are also perfect as a 
lightweight overnight bag for those short business trips 
or when you sleep over at a friend’s house. 

These large, 10” x 20” 12-ounce bags are made of sturdy 
cotton canvas with web handles and a self-repairing zipper. 
Whatever your bag is, these tote bags are made for you. 


| MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
Box 48 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 ONLY $ 14.95 EACH 


Please send me the Official Canvas Tote Bags I’ve ordered below. | 
enclose $14.95 for each bag I’ve ordered. (Prices are for shipment within 
the U.S. All other countries add $3.00 per order to cover additional 


| handling and shipping costs.) 


_} PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED TOTE BAG 
(Red with white logo) 
$14.95 each 


_] KO TOTE BAG 
(Royal Blue with white logo) 
$14.95 each 


APT. 
STATE ZIP 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. funds only. Do not send coins. 
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ONLY $3.00 EACH 


WRESTLING 84-89 


Printed entirely on slick paper, each magnificent issue 
is jam-packed with at least 16 pages of full-color photos 
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() WINTER/88 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: ONLY 
T.V. SPORTS 
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pay ment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
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State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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Champions 


(Continued from page 39) 


who they think can’t compete with the 
bigger guys. There’s no way the 
WWF would be giving Curt Hennig a 
shot at Hogan if they thought he could 
win. No way.” 

Can Hennig win? Perhaps this late 
1980s-early 1990s matchup will set the 
stage for the WWF in the coming de- 
cade. If Hennig can beat Hogan, then 
the trend toward muscle will have 
been curtailed. If Hennig—one of the 
best scientific wrestlers in the world— 
can't beat Hogan, we'll know times 
have really changed. 

Right now, Luger and Sting are wait- 
ing to become NWA World champi- 
on. The Ultimate Wamior is waiting for 
his tum as WWF World champion. It’s 
only a matter of time before Caniaten 
makes an impact on the national 
scene. Does anybody really expect 
Sid Vicious to fail? 

And as bigger and bigger men be- 
come champions, others will try to 
copy them. Training methods will 
change. The goal won't be to become 
a better wrestler; it will be to become 
a bigger wrestler. Are we past the 
point when Davey could slay Goliath? 
Is Davey about to become a dinosaur 
altogether? 

The world is becoming brighter, 
flashier, slicker. Why shouldn't wres- 
tling follow suit? It always has. The 
past decade has seen a fitness craze in 
America. Ordinary working people 
are bigger than ever. They’re lifting 
weights after work and trimming fat off 
their bodies. Are they mirroring the 
American athlete, or is the American 
athlete mirroring them? Perhaps it’s 
just a case of giving the public what it 
wants—and what it wants to be. 

The wrestler of the ‘90s will be big- 
ger. Will he be better? A point may 
be reached where everybody is so 
huge that the man with the most skills 
will be the best. Right now, Hogan, 
Wamior, Sting, and Luger are unusual. 
But what if the land of wrestling was 
completely inhabited by these giants? 

Survival of the fittest will no longer 
apply. Suddenly, it would be survival 
of the best. And when the '90s give 
way to the 2lst century, perhaps we'll 
see the trends of 100 years ago all 
over again: Power overcomes skill, 
power and skill overcomes power, 
skill overcomes power. 

And the world goes round and 
round. O 
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n SMALL ENGINE ri 
service and repair 7 
Start your own money 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to = panini 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine... 
All at NO EXTRA COST. 


KEEP.... 


- ALL YOURS TO 
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65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers ... the list is almost endless. 


No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


Offer! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade"... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.’’ Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dept, 51718 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable Rd., Dem 51718 
Kansas City, Mo. 64120 
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The best keeps getting better— 
because you won't settle for less 
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The Skyscrapers 


(Continued from page 41) 


Dan Spivey clotheslines Road Warrior Hawk. The Skyscrapers are determined to end the Road Warrior 
legend. With their awesome physical attributes, they just might be the men to do it. 


The Skyscrapers have suffered a host of dis- 
qualifications and double-countouts. Foiled 
in their attempts at greatness, Vicious and 
Spivey have begun pointing fingers at each 
other—and their manager—in an attempt to 
determine exactly what is holding this prom- 
ising team back from greatness. 

“The entire Skyscraper concept was my 
idea,” said Long, the former referee who as 
barred from that capacity after he unfairly 
judged several matches early in 1989. “It 
was my idea to put these two men together. 
After all, it was I who spotted them talking 
to one another in a locker room, and it was 
like skyrockets went off in my head. Every 
night when Danny and Sid go to bed, they 
should get down on their knees and thank 
me for everything I’ve done for them.” 

In reality, both Spivey and Vicious have 
been quite critical of their manager’s deci- 
sion-making policies thus far. Many fans be- 
lieve that Long does not have the business 
acumen or the wrestling knowledge to suc- 
ceed in his current capacity. It may be that 
Spivey and Vicious are starting to believe 
those claims. 

“[ just don’t understand what Teddy is 
thinking about sometimes,” said Vicious, 
one of the sport’s hottest young athletes. “I 
mean, we were doin’ all right in that Clash 
match, but for some reason Long calls in 
Doom to interfere on our behalf. Who the 
hell needs those masked morons? We really 
needed to win that match. We would’ve 


been the top contenders for the NWA 
World title if we had pinned either of those 
Steiners decisively. But instead, it’s back to 
the pack again. Plus, all this Norman 
garbage. . .” 

Vicious’ voice trailed off, but it’s common 
knowledge that neither he nor Spivey cares 
much for Norman the Lunatic, an uncondi- 
tioned 380-pound giant that Long suppos- 
edly rescued from a psychiatric hospital. Al- 
though Norman was showing signs of 
growing weary of wrestling under Long’s 
iron hand and appeared ready to leave the 
stable, both of The Skyscrapers consider the 
entire situation an unwarranted distraction. 

“Just take a good look at this body,” said 
Vicious, pointing at his perfectly propor- 
tioned frame. “This is what an athlete is sup- 
posed to look like. This took years and years 
of pumping iron and doing roadwork to ac- 
complish. But the only exercise Norman 
gets is tearing the wrappers off moon pies. I 
think Long oughta drop the big moron be- 
fore he causes us trouble.” 

Long, however, insists that Norman has 
been a worthwhile project and a valued 
member of his organization. 

“What’s the big deal?” asked Long 
sheepishly. “Norman’s done nothing to hold 
back their careers. In fact, Sid and Dan 
should get off their high horses and team up 
with Norman from time to time. Dan and 
Sid should feel no jealousy toward the big 
man whatsoever.” 


Sid Vicious rakes Hawk's eyes, Vicious hasn't 
been in the sport as long as Spivey has, but he 
gets more attention, and Spivey doesn’t like it. 


But perhaps the worst case of jealousy 
concerning The Skyscrapers are the pangs 
of envy that Spivey seems to be feeling to- 
ward Vicious. Spivey has been a known 
commodity to most wrestling fans for years, 
but the awesome Vicious is being seen by a 
national audience for the first time. In turn, 
Vicious is getting the lion’s share of publici- 
ty, and it’s a situation that openly rubs 
Spivey the wrong way. 

“No way in hell that I'll let myself be 
known as the ‘other’ Skyscraper,” said 
Spivey recently. “Vicious gets down on one 
knee and begs the fans for cheers, and they 
usually do, too, And why not? He’s a fantas- 
tic young talent. But I think I do more good 
for the team than Sid does right now. I 
know more holds and maneuvers, and I 
know how to break the rules and get away 
with it. Half the time we've been getting dis- 
qualified lately, it’s been Sid’s fault. But still, 
all everybody wants to know about is Sid Vi- 
cious, Don’t I count? Aren't I every bit as 
good as he is?” 

Vicious has noticed a change in Spivey's 
attitude toward him, and he doesn’t like 
what he sees. Once close friends, many in- 
sist that Spivey and Vicious are growing 
apart. Vicious’ comments do little to quell 
the rumor mill. 

“T don’t like the way Spivey calls me rook 
all the time,” said an angry Vicious. “All the 
time, the guy’s telling me what to do, like 


he’s a former world champion or something. 


Hey, he may have been around for six years, 
but I’ve been around for three. I know what 
to do when I get in the ring. I don’t need his 
help or anybody else’s.” 

That presumably includes Long as well. 
Vicious is as independent as he is huge, and 
doesn’t take well to strategy sessions or rig- 
idly controlled workouts. Perhaps it is for 

(Continued on page 56) 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM 


(2stlinc 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST-SELLING 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’s greatest superstars and be featured on the 
cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling's 
toughest feuds . . . you don’t even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 


All you’ve got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 


FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy 
laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of 
your room or office 


The low price of only $19.95 (plus $2.00 
shipping and handling) includes your photo on 
the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the 
lucite frame. And you can order additional 
framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 
(plus $2.00 shipping and handling) 

It’s the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
your gift list 


Order yours today! 
MAIL TO: 
FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated TLER 
1 P.O. Box 747 wR YEAR! 
| Windermere, Florida 32786 = 
| Sirs: Please put me on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | have enclosed a clearly 
| focused, color photograph that I'd like to have reproduced on a cover. | understand that my 
| photo will be returned in its original condition, along with my Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
| (payable to FOTOZINES) for the amount as indicated below: 
| 
ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 
l 
| FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 
| Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
| POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($2.00 per item) $ 
| Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 
| TOTAL: $ 
| 
NAME: 
l 
| ADDRESS: 
| ciTy: STATE: ZIP: 
| 
| FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 
| ( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 
| ( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 
} YOUR SIGNATURE: 
| 


a a a ik a os a es ics ws 


Allow 3-4 weeks: for delivery. 
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SUPER COLOR 
GRAB BAG 


“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 


Our most popular back issue offer! 
Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 
22" x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the size of a regular PWI centerfold!). 


scs#8 
supercentertald: 
Hogan vs. oreo 


i Box 48 | 
l Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please send me the Super Color Specials! 

I I've checked below. | enclose $3.00 for 

] each one I’m ordering, or $7.50 for all} 

| three. 

| 1) scs #1 
CO) SCS #3 

| O scs #8 


| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Alternate choices 


| Name 


Address 
City 


| State Zip 


l For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must 
add one dollar tor every order for boat mail, and two 
dollars for every order for airmail. U.S. funds only. 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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The Skyscrapers 


(Continued from page 55) 


that reason that Long scheduled Vicious for 
many solo matches during November and 
December, but it was an idea that Spivey be- 
lieved was ill-timed. 

“Singles bouts? Now?’ complained 
Spivey, throwing one of his size-18 boots 
across the locker room floor. “Put the 
blame on Long for this stroke of genius. 
We're just getting our feet wet against teams 
like The Road Warriors, and then Long 
goes and splits us up. How the hell are we 
ever gonna get ahead as a great team if we 
don't take on the best all the time?” 

That’s a question that many experts are 
asking. During their late-fall series of match- 
es against Hawk and Animal, both Spivey 
and Vicious were quite impressive, matching 
the Warriors for power on many occasions, 
and even proving to the Legion of Doom 
that their status as the world’s strongest tag 
team may be in danger. Unfortunately, Long 
failed to sign any new contracts against the 
Warriors after the impressive star‘%. 

“Both Dan and Sid are good enough to 
win singles titles or tag titles,” Long insists. 
“Why confine ourselves to taking on The 
Dynamic Dudes, Warriors, Midnight Ex- 
press, and the rest of the worthless teams 
around here? There’s the NWA World title 
to shoot for, and the U.S. belt, too. There's 
no reason at all why we can’t go after every 
title at the same time.” 

“Fantastic idea,” says Vicious. “I'm ready 
for a shot at Ric Flair’s World title right 
now. Let’s go for it.” 

“Ridiculous idea,” contends Spivey. 
“Why work out together for for five months 
just to break it off? Why did we even bother 
putting this team together if we're just switch 
back and forth from singles to tag bouts all 
the time? I'll tell ya, Norman’s not the only 
crazy man running around here. I think 
Teddy's been hanging out with him a little 
bit too much, ’cause he’s starting to act just 
like him.” 

Apparently, the infighting among Spivey, 
Vicious, and Long is threatening to rip the 
team apart at the seams. Harmony is very 
important to any successful tag duo, at least 
according to “Precious” Paul Ellering, the 
veteran manager of the Warriors. 

“If a team is ever going to become great, 
they must interact well in every facet of life,” 
said Ellering, who has led the Warriors to 
the NWA and AWA World tag team titles. 
“You've got to work out your ring strategies. 
You've go to live, eat, and sleep together. 
Most importantly, you've gotta be there for 
each other at all times. That’s what has set 
Animal and Hawk apart from all the rest for 
seven long years now. Other teams come 


Vicious dumps Ranger Ross with a power bomb, 
his favorite—and most dangerous—maneuver. 


and go, changing members, splitting up, 
never agreeing on opponents or strategies. 

“That's the problem I see with Vicious 
and Spivey right now,” Ellering continued. 
“Sure, they're huge, and I must admit that 
their strength rivals the Legion of Doom’s. 
And they might be the two most vicious 
people allowed to compete in organized ath- 
letics right now. Their savagery is downright 
frightening. But that’s where it all seems to 
end. There’s no continuity to their tag work, 
no sense of togetherness. As cliched as it 
sounds, great tag teams must be a brother- 
hood. And I don’t see that happening with 
The Skyscrapers today.” 

Despite all their internal problems, Spivey 
and Vicious are still the most impressive tag 
team to arrive in the NWA in years. They've 
dominated teams like The Dynamic Dudes 
and The Midnight Express, and have 
caused more injuries than any team in years. 
But if the friction doesn’t soon end, it’s quite 
possible that Spivey might even face Vi- 
cious in a match. 

“That'll never, ever happen,” said Long, 
who is tired of hearing all the rumors of 
strife concerning his men. “Mr, Vicious and 
Mr. Spivey are partners for life. We are go- 
ing to win every title in the NWA, and we 
will do it before the end of 1990. How we do 
it is nobody's business but ours.” 

But the idea is intriguing. Sid Vicious vs. 
Dan Spivey. A Skyscraper civil war. A battle 
of the giants. 

It hasn’t happened yet. It may never. It's 
all up to Long and his men. But a collision 
of Skyscapers could turn out to be the loud- 
est explosion in history. oO 
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ORIGINAL 
BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No 
wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 


rarity) 
ALL SALES FINAL NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


_] Feb. 1959 _| Nov. 1962 
| May 1959 | Dec. 1962 
-] June 1959 Jan. 1963 
|] Sept. 1959 | Feb. 1963 
July 1961 ) June 1963 
C) Mar. 1962 Oct. 1963 
-| July 1962 ‘| Nov. 1963 
Aug. 1962 (| Jan. 1964 
_] Oct. 1962 -] Feb. 1964 
_| Mar. 1964 


MAKE sles PAYABLE 
AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


$5 EACH 


Please rush the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS _ checked. 
| am enclosing $5 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
EACH copy. 

In the event my first choices are sold out, 
| will accept the following substitutes 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP 

For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered airmail 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


Crossfire 


(Continued from page 18) 


Hansen or Steve Williams? 

TG: This ain’t no magic show, 
Ellner. I told you why I’m here. I 
don’t like Taras Bulba or Ron Starr. 
Jerry Lawler has always made my 
skin crawl. And Skandor Akbar 
pretty much makes me want to barf 
up dinner. Being here in Texas and 
getting to beat these creeps up, hell, 
it’s like a businessman’s holiday. I’d 
just as soon do it for free. Instead, 
they’re paying me a helluva lot of 
money. What a deal! 

BA: Now you're sounding like Stan 
Hansen. 

TG: Ain’t nothing wrong with 
sounding like Stan Hansen. When 
we were over in Japan, Hansen 
taught me a thing or three about 
money and contracts. We ain’t im- 
mortal in this profession. Take a 
bad hit and your career can be 
over. Might as well make all the 
green you can. 

BA: How did it feel wrestling a 
youngster like Dustin Rhodes? 

EE: Probably the same way 
Godzilla felt when he fought Bambi. 

TG: I'll say one thing for the kid: 
He’s a gamer. He gives it his all 
inside the ring. ’Course the little 
geek doesn’t have much to give. 

BA: Dustin needs seasoning. Right 
now he’s about half the man his fa- 
ther is. 

EE: Refrigerator Perry is about half 
the man Dusty Rhodes is. 

BA: Terry, you've always been 
identified as part of a team. Do you 
have any individual goals? Would 
you like a shot at a world title? 

TG: Y’know, Hansen told me 
about major titles. He told me 
they’re a double-edged sword. On 
the one hand they mean big bucks. 
But they tie you down worse than a 
champion bullroper. I always like to 
stay out of the spotlight—always let 
Hayes take our bows for us. I think 
I could wipe the floor with Flair, 
personally. Right now, though, I 
may decide to take Lawler out. I 
can’t stand that jerk. He deserves a 
good beating. You know, Jerry 
Lawler’s the kind of a guy who 
looks like he deserves a beating just 
standing there. He’s had that USWA 
belt for too long anyway. 

EE: I say it's just a matter of time 
before you crunch Embry and Jarrett 
like cockroaches. It's not like you to 
associate with twerps. The press Em- 


Gordy and Jeff Jarrett have formed an unlikely 
pairing. Gordy says the alliance is necessary in 
the harrowing world of the USWA. 


bry’s getting these days can make 
you puke. No matter how much he 
cheats, he can do no wrong. It’s the 
whole Von Erich syndrome repeat- 
ed. It's the type of thing that gives 
honest rulebreakers like yourself a 
bad name. 

TG: Look, I don’t love the guy. I 
don’t want to share an apartment 
with him. Wrestling’s a strange 
business. You can never guess 
where you’re gonna wind up or 
with who. If six months ago you told 
me that Michael Hayes and Jim 
Garvin would be the NWA World 
tag team champions—while going 
around calling themselves The Fab- 
ulous Freebirds—I’d have told you 
to go spit. Who knows? Tomorrow, I 
might split Jarrett’s head open like a 
cantaloupe. But today we’re friends. 
That’s just the way it is. 

BA: What do you think you'll real- 
ly do the next time you see Hayes? 
You can't really see yourself hitting 
him, can you? 

TG: There’s not a man alive I 
can’t see myself hitting, Bill, includ- 
ing you. Michael Hayes has 
wronged me in a way no enemy 
ever could. A brother’s betrayal 
cuts deeper than an opponent’s. He 
has some explaining to do. Buddy 
and I know he’s good at that. He’d 
better be greaf at it this time. 

EE: You're a strange man, you 
know that, Terry Gordy? 

TG: I get paid for beating people 
up. You gotta be a little strange to 
do that. 0 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


er than ever. They execute high-flying 
maneuvers that their predecessors 
could only dream of, adding incredi- 
ble excitement to a sport that once 
depending on brawling or strict scien- 
tific maneuvers. Today’s wrestlers are 
true athletes. 
THE ’80s WERE BAD 
FOR WRESTLING 

®Gimmicks. Animals in the ming, 
valets, celebrity timekeepers, and un- 
usual matches, have taken the empha- 
sis away from the sport of wrestling. 
The emphasis is now on glitz and 
style, not substance. The WWF has 
been called a circus. The sport is in 
danger of alienating its true fans. 

®De-regionalization. The sport 
risks losing fans by not going into 
smaller towns and arenas. The WWF 
virtually ate up the smaller federations 
and made it impossible for them to 
exist. But with so many areas of the 


The powerful and dangerous Road Warriors were 
the prototype tag team of the 1980s. 
country ignored, where will tomor- 
row’s fans come from? 

®Deemphasis on skill. Wrestlers 
once needed great knowledge of the 
scientific and technical aspects of the 
sport to win. Now, power and size is 
enough to get by. Men like Hulk Ho- 
gan, The Ultimate Warrior, and The 
Road Warriors have tumed the sport 
into a brawl. The game, let’s remem- 
ber, is wrestling. 


SCIENCE IS MORE EFFECTIVE THAN POWER 


The voting was as close as a match between powerful WWF World champi- 
on Hulk Hogan and skillful NWA World champion Ric Flair would probably 
be, and after all the votes were tallied, there still remained some doubt: 50.8 
percent of the respondents to our ‘You Decide” poll in the Winter 1989 issue 
believed that scientific wrestling is more effective than power. The minority, 
represented by 49.2 percent of the respondents, said that the answer to this 
question lies in the dominance of Hogan, The Ultimate Warrior, and others. 

“KA skilled wrestling technician can almost always defeat a man who relies 
on brute power,” wrote Mark S, Hewitt of Rockville, Maryland. “Remember, 
we're talking about wrestling, not barroom brawling. In most instances, the 
man with well-honed grappling abilities, a knowledge of holds and counter- 
moves, and an understanding of leverage, can take down a roughhouse 
fighter. Of course, there’s always the chance that the brawler could land a 
quick kick or punch and take command of the fight. It's my opinion that 200- 
pound Frank Gotch, 190-pound John Pesek, or 175-pound Farmer Burns, greats 
of yesteryear, could easily beat the powerhouses of today.” 

But there was a convincing argument on the other side, too. “Power is 
definitely the path to success,” wrote Robert Dwyer of Mt. Clemens, Michigan. 
“Just look at the list of champions: Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Waror, Demolition, 
Lex Luger, and Larry Cameron, among others. Barry Windham, a fine scientific 
wrestler, gained his greatest success only after improving his power attack.” 

Perhaps the real answer to this question was given by Kurt W. Schulz of 
Benton Harbor, Michigan (who voted for science): “The tme greats of the 
sport, both past and present, are the ones that combine power with science.” 


i Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 90 
| Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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() The '80s were good for wrestling 
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(Continued from page 33) 


B ACK ISSUES | never said no.” Though he was years 


away from being “Mr. Perfect,” the 


mental groundwork was being laid. 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ie a a A: 
ind of grew up with Curt,” says 
ANNUAL Greg Gagne. “My etter and his Awa 
The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of a Senne By Be 


: 3 : spected each other. | think the fact 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- Larry never won a world singles cham- 


stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, | pionship has plagued Curt. He felt his 
order today. father’s pain more than his father did. 

Seem i ie ae ae aa ep ee Se ea Pr a ea adie ‘Ax’ was a pretty easygoing guy when 
it came to belts and trophies. He'd 

rather kick some butt than win a belt. 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 
Each collection includes a spectacular four page full-color section. 
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() SPRING/87 


Hennig’s anger is apparent as he wrestles Snuka. 
That anger drives him toward his ultimate goal, 
capturing the WWF title from Hulk Hogan. 

But Curt was stung by his father’s in- 
ability to capture one of the majors. 


O WINTER/S7 1 SPRING/88 ” SUMMER/¢@ © FALUI@8  C) WINTERS SPRING/89 Hes hed an Obsession With HUE bets 
ever since. 

| MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: That obsession came to a horrifying 

| ah peas ONLY crescendo recently at a WWF TV tap- 

| B $3.00 EACH ing in Topeka, Kansas. Hennig came to 


l ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


l Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $3.00 U.S. FUNDS for each issue I've 
ordered. 


| In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


ringside to observe the progress of the 
match between Lanny Poffo and WWF 
champion Hulk Hogan. Midway 
through the contest, Hennig strolled to 
where Hogan’s title belt lay, spit out a 


jane wad of gum and, with playful mali- 
| ciousness, stuck it on the belt. 
Address aes ‘This doesn’t look like a perfect 
belt, and it doesn’t belong to a perfect 
champion,” Hennig growled. 
Hogan turned away from Poffo 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 for leapt ¢ from the ring, and shov ed 
each issue ordered for air mail. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Hennig, who backed off. From behind, 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery however, Poffo, who had _ slipped 
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| city 
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| 
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into the ringpost. This infuriated the 
WWF champ. Hogan hurled Poffo 
back into the ring and advanced, but 
his attack was stopped short by 
Hennig, who clobbered him over the 
head with his title belt. While Hogan 
lay unconscious on the mat, Hennig 
and Poffo, like mischievous little boys, 
raced to the dressing room and, in full 
view of the television audience, de- 
stroyed the title belt with a hammer. 

This quickly led to the signing of a 
series of Hogan-Hennig title matches 
(inevitable, anyway, in light of Hennig’s 
spotless WWF record). With one swift 
and ruthless move, Hennig was able to 
shine the brilliant WWF spotlight upon 
himself. Wrestling observers now won- 
der if the glare will scorch the some- 
times unstable “Mr, Perfect’ the way it 
has so many other competitors. Even if 
the former AWA World champion is 
able to add the WWF belt to his col- 
lection of titles, many wonder if that 
would even satisfy Hennig’s obsession, 
his hunger for attention. 

One person doesn’t think so. 

“Curt’s gone mad,” says the often- 
accused source of his madness, Larry 
“The Ax” Hennig. “I tried to give him 
the tools necessary to be a successful 
wrestler and a successful person. His 
wrestling record speaks for itself. | just 
hope he’s happy. | don’t think he is. 

“There's no way I’m gonna convince 
anyone that not winning a major title 
doesn’t bother me. But | have no re- 
grets when | look back. | had a good 
run in the ring. I'll be remembered. 
But Curt, despite his success, seems 
dissatisified. | think he’s setting impos- 
sible goals for himself, goals that can 
only leave him feeling unfulfilled.” 

For starters, how about Hennig's 
new WWF moniker, “Mr. Perfect.” 
Possessing (as of press time) an un- 
tainted winning streak in the WWF has 
boosted Hennig’s frustration rather 
than his confidence. 

“Right now, Hennig is dangerously 
close to a breakdown if he should 
lose,” says ring psychologist Dr. Sid- 
ney Basil. “Every wrestler loses, It is 
inevitable. You learn to dust yourself 
off and get on to the next match. But 
Hennig is paying a stiff penalty for per- 
fection. His next loss may be so devas- 
tating that it might be his last—be 
cause he may lose the nerve to ever 
again enter the ring.” 

Dr. Basil's worst-case scenario is un- 
likely as far as Hennig Sr. is con- 
cerned. “Curt’s a lot tougher than all 
that voodoo headshrink nonsense,” he 
barked. “Of course, it’s tough to lose 


(Continued on page 62) 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail, Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Fiair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Kolorf, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal, 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 
WINTER 1988/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Sto- 
ries include: DiBiase, Flair, Duggan, Sting, Pip- 
er, Luger, Brody. 

SPRING 1989/Color pinup: Rick Steamboat. 
Stories include: Bigelow, Lawler, Blazer, Sting, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Jake-Andre, Powers of Pain. 
SUMMER 1989/Color pinup: Sting & Lex 

Luger. Stories include: Hogan, Von Erich, Sting 
& Ultimate, Warriors, Nikita, Luger. 


WINTER 1985 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin, 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rack 'n' Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


SUMMER 1986 
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if you’re on the kind of roll he is now. 
You think DiMaggio liked taking the 
collar in game 57? Of course not. But 
he went out the next day and started a 
new hitting streak. Which is exactly 
what Curt will do when he loses.” 

That loss may come sooner than ei- 
ther Hennig is expecting. Hogan, livid 
over the destruction of his belt, has 
promised to turn Hennig into some- 
thing substantially less than perfect. If 
Hogan makes good on his threat, it is 
likely to revive a persecution complex 
Hennig has been nursing since “Play- 
boy” Buddy Rose and “Pretty Boy’ 
Doug Somers defeated him and Scott 
Hall for the AWA tag team belts in 
May of 1986. 

“Curt felt abandoned after that 
loss,” Gagne remembers. “Up to that 
point he had always put his faith in 
the federation to correct any wrongs. 
The film clips clearly show Col. 
DeBeers interfering in the match and 
that the outcome was based on a 
countout. Curt was confident the deci- 
sion would be reversed. When it 
wasn’t, he was stunned. I’m convinced 
that’s the turning point of his career.” 

Small wonder, then, that shortly 
thereafter Hennig launched a 
postmatch attack on his tag team part- 
ner Gagne, initiating a hatred that lasts 
to this day. Hennig’s anger was next 
directed at his father’s old nemesis, 
AWA champion Nick Bockwinkel. It 
was in his feud against the veteran 
that the final incarnation of evil em- 
bodied itself in the person of Curt 
Hennig. To defeat Bockwinkel, Hennig 
used a roll of coins handed to him by 
veteran sadist Larry Zbyszko to knock 
Bockwinkel out and capture the AWA 
title. Ironically, the same inconclusive 
videotape that cost Hennig the tag 
team championship this time permit- 
ted his rulebreaking victory to stand. 

Since then, Hennig has stopped at 
nothing to achieve victory. After drop- 
ping the AWA title to Jerry Lawler, 
Hennig vowed never to lose again. 
“I've never met a more determined 
competitor,” said Gagne. “He'll stop 
short of nothing to gain a win. | think 
to win a belt he might seriously kill 
someone. I've never met a man who 
hates to lose as much as Curt 
Hennig.” 

Brutus Beefcake, Jinmy Snuka, and 
Bret Hart are a few o° the WWF stars 
who can testify to Hennig’s intolerance 
for defeat. “He’s mzde these men, 
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Curt Hennig 


(Continued from page 61) 


“Mr. Perfect” has Terry Taylor pinned against the tumbuckle (above). Hennig headlocks Brutus Beefcake 
(below), a man he has mastered in the ring. When Hennig does finally lose, the loss could crush him. 


these legitimate superstars, appear fee- 
ble and overmatched,” said one wres- 
tler who refuses to wrestle Hennig. 
“He’s at the top his game right now. 
He could actually defeat Hogan.” 
Despite their vicious feud, Greg 
Gagne finds it hard to erase the mem- 
ory of a younger, gentler Curt Hennig. 
“He went out of his way to be fair,” 
Gagne recalled. “It was like he was 
making up for his father’s reputation. 
Like he was saying, ‘Look at me. I can 


be good and successful at the same 
time.’ It’s a shame what's happpened 
to Curt. He could be just as good 
without the rulebreaking. He could be 
a real role model, instead of just an- 
other thug. It’s one of wrestling’s 
greatest tragedies.” 

According to Gagne, should “Mr. 
Perfect” maintain his streak against 
Hogan and capture the WWF crown, it 
would be a perfect ending to an im- 
perfect story. 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 90’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


g How old was Ed “Strangler” Lew- 

wis at the time of his death? What 
year did he retire? Was he a mulebreaker 
or a fan favorite?—Khalil Williams, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

g Ed “Strangler” Lewis died at age 

a 76 on August 7, 1966, in Musko- 
gee, Oklahoma. He held the NWA World 
title five times between 1920 and 1932, 
and was known for his vicious headlock— 
thus his nickname. An article in the Feb- 
ruary 1967 issue of The Wrestler stated: 
“Once he clamped on a headlock, the 
fans automatically reached for their hats.” 
Although Lewis didn’t fall into any of the 
current-day milebreaker or fan favorite 
modes, one would have to call him vi- 
cious. Lewis was one of the biggest at- 
tractions of his time and drew fans by the 
thousands. His drawing power was so im- 
mense that he reportedly commanded 
$125,000 per match. When he retired in 
Honolulu at the age of 47, Lewis. estimat- 
ed that he lost only 35 of 6,742 career 
matches—he kept track of it himself—and 
eamed $4-million. Sadly, however, he 
died blind and broke: Lewis suffered 
from trachoma early in his career, render- 
ing him temporarily sightless, and experi- 
enced a relapse after he retired. Then, 
after dedicating the first 50 years of his 
life to violence, the “Strangler” dedicated 
the last 25 years to spreading God’s word. 

al strongly believe that The Ult- 

ea mate Warrior will win the WWF 
World title at WrestleMania VI. Is it possi- 
ble to hold both the Intercontinental and 
World titles at the same time, or would he 
be forced to give up one title?—Mart 
Rosenblatt, Yonkers, NY 
A: According to WWF mules, wres- 

utlers are prohibited from holding 
the World and Intercontinental titles at the 
same time. They are, in fact, prohibited 
from holding any two titles at once. The 
rulebook dictates that if the WWF World 
champion wrestles the Intercontinental 
champion, only the World title is up for 
grabs. If the Intercontinental champion 
wins the match, he must give up the LC 
title. 

a! am 19 years old and have en- 

a joyed wrestling all my life. I’ve al- 
ways wanted to be a professional wres- 
tler. Could you give me some information 


on how to go about doing this?—Dean 
Houston, Kansas City, MO 
AB: The best—and probably only— 
ma way to go about becoming a pro 
wrestler is to attend one of the many 
schools in the United States. Perhaps the 
best-known school is the one attended by 
The Road Warrors, Jesse Ventura, Bob 
Backlund, and many others when they 
began their careers: Eddie Sharkey’s Pro 
Wrestling Camp, 6217 Chowen Street, 
Edina, MN, 55410. Bam Bam Bigelow and 
current CWA star The Soultaker both at- 
tended Lary Sharpe’s Monster Factory, 
P.O. Box 345, Westville, NJ, 08093; The 
Monster Factory was featured in Sports 
Illustrated and on Entertainment Tonight. 
On the West Coast, try Slammers Wres- 
tling Gym, 12165 Brandford Street, Unit N, 
Sun Valley, CA, or call 818-897-6603; the 
instructor is The Fabulous Moolah, former 
WWF World women’s champion. Brad 
Rheingans is head trainer at the World 
Wide School of Professional Wrestling, 
P.O. Box 312, Hamel, Minnesota, 55340; 
the phone number is 612-478-6215. There 
are numerous other schools located 
throughout the U.S., so check the Yellow 
Pages in your area, 
w Is Buddy Rogers the only man to 
shold both the NWA and WWF 
orld titles? When were his title reigns? 
Also, didn’t Gene Kiniski hold the AWA 
World title before he won the NWA 
World title? If so, when were his title 
reigns?—David Snyder, Beaumont TX 
Ae have tried—and former 
a AWA World champ Curt Hennig 
is the latest—but Kiniski and Rogers are 
the only men ever to have held world 
singles titles in two federations. “Nature 
Boy” Buddy Rogers, the only man to ever 
hold both the NWA and WWF Wodrld t- 
tles, was NWA champ from June 30, 1961, 
when he defeated Pat O’Connor in Chica- 
go, to January 24, 1963, when he lost to 
Lou Thesz in Toronto. A few months later, 
Rogers won a toumament in Rio De 
Janiero to become the first WWF World 
champion. He lost the title to Bruno Sam- 
martino on May 17, 1963. Gene Kiniski 
was AWA World champion for less than 
four weeks in 1961. Five years later, he 
won the NWA World title from Lou Thesz 
and held it for over three years. Oo 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 
SUPER SUMMER! 


The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer’s top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don't be disappointed—order 
yours today! 


| Make check or money order payable 


and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 


Please rush me —————— copies of the 
December 1988 edition of The Wrestler. 
! enclose $5.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for 
each copy | am ordering. 


Name 


U.S. funds only. All other countries $7.00, Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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RATINGS 


For period ended November 18, 1989 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records Jor the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratiiigs are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and re:porters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


1—RIC FLAIR 6—CURT HENNIG 

NWA World champion No. 2 contender: WWF title 
2—HULK HOGAN 7—STING 

WWF World charapion No. 1 contender: U.S. title 


3—LEX LUGER 8—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
U.S. heavyweight champion AWA World champion 
4—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 9—JERRY LAWLER 
WWE Intercontinental champ USWA champion 


5—THE GREAT MUTA 10—KERRY VON ERICH 
NWA TV champion USWA Texas champion 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 

1—LEX LUGER 6—TOM ZENK 

268, Chicago, IL 237, Minneapolis, MN 
2—THE GREAT MUTA 7—SID VICIOUS 

245, Tokyo, Japzin 319, West Memphis, AK 
3—STING 8—BUZZ SAWYER 

260, Venice Beach, CA 240, St. Petersburg, FL 
4—BRIAN PILLMAN 9—TOMMY RICH 


248, Hendersonville, TN 


10—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 


226, Cincinnati, OH 


5—STEVE WILLIANIS 
265, Norman, OK 


WWF 

World Champion’ HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 6—RANDY SAVAGE 
280, Queens, NY’ 245, Sarasota, FL 
2—CURT HENNIG 7—RICK RUDE 

235, Minneapolis, MN 246, Robbinsdale, MN 


3—BAD NEWS BROWN 8—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
280, New York, NY 273, San Francisco, CA 


4—DINO BRAVO 9—DUSTY RHODES 
256, Montreal, Q iebec 302, Austin, TX 
5—RODDY PIPER 10—JIMMY SNUKA 
231, Glasgow, Scotland 250, Fiji Islands 
AWA 
World Champion; LARRY ZBYSZKO 248, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—NIKITA KOLOFI 6—THE TROOPER 


275, Moscow 

2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris Island, SC 
3—PAUL DIAMONI) 

230, Thunder Bay, Ontario 
4—JONNIE STEWART 

242, Pacific Palisades, CA 


5—BARON VON RASCHKE 
271, W. Berlin, Germany 


243, Charlotte, NC 
7—KOKINA MAXIMUS 

375, Samoa 
8—TOMMY JAMMER 

265, St. Joseph, MO 
9—DOUG SOMERS 

245, Minneapolis, MN 
10—THE RUSSIAN BRUTE 


285, Moscow 
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TAG TEAMS 
1—DEMOLITION 


WWF World tag team champions 
2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

NWA World tag team champions 
3—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

No. 2 contenders: NWA tag team title 
4—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 

No. 4 contenders: NWA tag team title 
5—MICHAEL HAYES & JIM GARVIN 

No, 3 contenders: NWA tag team title 
6—THE SKYSCRAPERS 

No, 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 
7—THE DESTRUCTION CREW 

AWA World tag team champions 
8—JIMMY GOLDEN & BRIAN LEE 

CWF tag team champions 
9—BOBBY & JACKIE FULTON 

No. 1 contenders: AWA tag team title 


10—THE BUSHWHACKERS 
No. 2 contenders: WWF tag team title 


STAMPEDE 

N. American Champion: LARRY CAMERON 280, Chicago 
1—BRUCE HART 6—ANGEL OF DEATH 

211, Calgary, Alberta 310, Los Angeles, CA 
2—OWEN HART 7—SKULL MASON 

223, Calgary, Alberta 265, Atlantic City, NJ 
3—GAMA SINGH 8—SUMO HARA 

220, Karachi, Pakistan 223, Sapporo, Japan 
9—BEEF WELLINGTON 

225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 


10—D.J. PETERSON 
245, St. Joseph, MO 


USWA 

USWA Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—KERRY VON ERICH 6—ERIC EMBRY 

260, Denton, TX 225, Lexington, KY 
2—TERRY GORDY 7—P.Y. CHU-HI 

289, Chattanooga, TN 307, Jackson, TN 
3—THE PUNISHER 8—CHRIS ADAMS 

320, parts unknown 228, Stratford, England 
4—JEFF JARRETT 9—TARAS BULBA 

200, Hendersonville, TN 251, Mongolia 


5—BILLY TRAVIS 10—KEVIN VON ERICH 
218, Houston, TX 235, Denton, TX 


CWA 
CWA Champion: DIRTY WHITE BOY 235, Bucksnort, TN 

1—DUTCH MANTEL 6—BILL DUNDEE 

224, Oil Trough, TX 228, Manchester, England 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 7—TRACEY SMOTHERS 

260, Denton, TX 228, Springfield, TN 
3—THE SOULTAKER 8—CHRIS CHAMPION 

340, Mt. Laurel, NJ 225, Tampa, FL 
4—JERRY LAWLER 9—MIKE DAVIS 

234, Memphis, TN 235, Tampa, FL 


5—JEFF JARRETT 10—KING COBRA 
200, Hendersonville, TN 240, Memphis, TN 


4—JOHNNY SMITH 
235, Manchester, England 


5—ARCHANGEL 
260, parts unknown 


RATINGS 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 

Last issue: No. 1 Popular Last issue: No. 5 Popular 
2—-RIC FLAIR 7—RICK STEINER 

Last issue: No. 2 Popular Last issue: No. 7 Popular 
3—RODDY PIPER 8—DUSTY RHODES 

Last issue; unrated Last issue: No. 6 Popular 
4—STING 9—BRIAN PILLMAN 

Last issue: No. 3 Popular Last issue: unrated 
5—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 10—ERIC EMBRY 

Last issue: No. 4 Popular Last issue; No. 9 Popular 


ACW: ACW champion—Colt Steel; i—Nelson Royal; 2—David Isley; 3— 
L.A. Stevens; 4—Sheinobi; 5—Ken Shamrock; 6—Mike Hart; 7—Todd Champi- 
on; 8—Randy Reynolds; 9—Tommy Seabolt; 10—Samoan Tai. 


CWF: Continental champion—Dennis Condrey; 1—Brickhouse Brown; 
2—Jerry Stubbs; 3—Adrian Street; 4—Cactus Jack; 5—Dixie Dynamite; 6— 
Todd Morton; 7—Beast; 8—Brad Armstrong; 9—Robert Fuller; 10—Brian Lee. 


FCW: Few champion—Steve Keim; 1—Kendall Windham; 2—Ron 
Slinker; 3—Terminator; 4—Ron Bass; 5—A! Green; 6—Mike Graham; 7—Billy 
Jack Haynes; 8—Tyree Pride; 9—Jumbo Beretta; 10—Lou Perez. 


ICW: icw champion—Tony Atlas; 1—Joe Savoldi; 2—Vic Steamboat; 3— 
Kendall Windham; 4—Ken Patera; 5—Eric Sbracchia; 6—Mike Sharpe; 7— 
Tom Brandi; 8—The Iranian Butcher; 9—Tom Prichard; 10—Mr, Pogo, 


PNW pnw champion—scotty the Body; 1—Al Madr; 2—Bill Francis; 
3—Rex King; 4—Art Barr; 5—Rip Oliver; 6—The Grappler; 7—Carl Styles; 8— 
Nord the Barbarian; 9—Johnathan Holliday; 10—Jonathan Boyd. 


wwe: WWC champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Steve Strong; 2—Invader |; 
3—TNT; 4—Ivan Koloff; 5—Abdullah the Butcher; 6—Junkyard Dog; 7—Super 
Medic; 8—Manny Fernandez; 9—E! Gran Mendoza; 10—Kareem Muhammad. 


MOST HATED 


6—ANDRE THE GIANT 
Last issue: No. 8 Hated 


7—JERRY LAWLER 
Last issue: No. 9 Hated 
8—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
Last issue: No. 7 Hated 
9—SCOTTY THE BODY 


Last issue: unrated 


10—BILLY TRAVIS 


Last issue: unrated 


1—LEX LUGER 
Last issue: No. 5 Hated 


2—RICK RUDE 
Last issue: No. 4 Hated 


3—THE GREAT MUTA 
Last issue: No. 6 Hated 


4—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last issue: No. 1 Hated 


5—CURT HENNIG 


Last issue: unrated 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

1—RIC FLAIR sssstsssesssssisesisestiseeneeennee 4S points 
2—HULK HOGAN vsssssssssssssssssssenssseenseseseene 39 points 
3—RANDY SAVAGE sessssssssssssssssssessssesenees 34 poittts 
ALEX LUGER sssssssssssssssssssusserssuseeenesseene30_ poimits 
STING secu decanter enenrmunsnsernneniet) POS 


TAG TEAMS 

1—DEMOLITION....cssssssersssesssseaeeeeeeeeens 46 points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS... 45 points 
3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.........00..25 points 
4—SAMOAN SWAT TEAM... 19 points 
5—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ..17 points 


ANALYSIS 


New number ones! We have new num- 
ber-one names in the Top 10 and Tag 
Team ratings this issue. NWA World 
champion Ric Flair continues to domi- 
nate his opposition and moves up a notch 
above WWF World champ Hulk Hogan. 
Hogan has increased his title defense 
schedule, though, and the battle for the 
top spot will undoubtedly intensify over 
the next few months. Flair will be severe- 
ly tested by The Great Muta (and possi- 


er and shoots up four spots to number 
five ... The Ultimate Warrior regained 
the Intercontinental title from Rick Rude 
at SummerSlam and retums to the ratings 
at number four ... Hennig, the newest 
top contender for the WWF World title, 
retums to the ratings at number six ... 
Kerry Von Erich’s victory over The Pun- 
isher for the USWA Texas title earned 
him a return to the ratings at number 10 
... Rick & Scott Steiner won the NWA 


bly Lex Luger) this winter while Hogan 
will test himself against Curt Hennig, a 
supremely talented scientific wrestler. 
Demolition, the new WWF World tag 
champs, beat Tully Blanchard & Arn An- 
derson for the belts on October 2 in 
Wheeling, West Virginia, and shot to the 
top in the Tag Team ratings (they were 
fourth last issue). Ax & Smash passed 
NWA World tag champs Michael Hayes 


Demolition 


& Jim Garvin, The Road Warriors (down 
a spot to number four), and the former 
WWF champs. Blanchard and Anderson 
drop out of the ratings entirely as they 
fade from the WWF tag team title picture. 


Tracking Trends. The Great Muta has 
emerged as an NWA World title contend- 


World tag team title from Michael Hayes 
& Jim Garvin on November | in Atlanta 
and enter the ratings at number two; 
Hayes & Garvin drop three spots to num- 
ber five. 


Mail call! The address for your com- 
ments and questions is: “Ratings Analy- 
sis,’ c/o Wrestling 90, Box 48, Rockville 
Centre, NY, 11571.0 
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THIS JUST IN... 


Ric Flair was named Wrestler of the Year by the readers of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. It marked the fourth time in six. vears and 
fifth time overall that Flair earned this vrestigous honor. The 
NWA World champion received 18,47: votes, edging out WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan (15,287 votes). ''This is a great hanor,'' 
Flair said upon receiving the award. '"'Over the vast vear, the 
fans have become extremely imvortant to me, and for them to sav 
I'm the hest really means a lot.'' Winners in 10 different 
categories were announced in the March 1990 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. Tullv Blanchard and Arn Anderson won thei 
first Tag Team of the Year award, and AWA World taq chamos The 
Destruction Crew were voted Rookies of the Year. Eric Embrv 
received Insnirational Wrestler of the Year for his work in 
saving the USWA from Tojo Yamamoto and Gen. Skandor Akhbar, Scott 
Steiner won Most Improved Wrestler of the Year, Bobby Heenan was 
voted Manager of the Year, Hogan won Most Povnular, and Randy 
Savage (last year's Most Ponvular) was named Most Hated Wrestler 
of the Year. The Feud of the Year was Flair vs. Terry funk and 
the Match of the Year was the May 7 match in which Flair reqained 
the NWA World title from Rick Steamboat. The 1989 PWI Editors’ 
Award was presented to veteran TV broadcaster Gordon Solie for 
his service to the svort. Comnlete details of the voting— 
including totals and runners-uv—and an in-devth review of 1989 
are in the March 1990 year-end issue of PWI. 


Terry Funk has retired from wrestlina. The former NWA World 
champion, whose return to the sport last Mav was preceded by a 
vicious attack on Ric Flair, retired following his loss to Flair 
in an ''IT Quit'' match on November 15 in Trov, New York. Funk 
yelled "I Quit'' after Flair clamved on a nainful fiqure-four 
leglock in this non-title match. Then, as promised, he shook 
Flair's hand. Shortly afterward, Funk was siqned hv the NWA to 
work as a color commentator. ''All I can sav is that I qave it mv 
best,'' Funk said. "TA Funk never quits, but Flair's a tough man. 
I knew from the start that beating him wasn't qoing to be easy, 
but he was tougher than I ever thought. I'm not saving that I 
could never beat him, but I had my chance and the time just came 
to steno aside.'"' Funk should he comfortable in his new job. He 
apveared in several successful motion pictures and sunpvlements 
his experience in front of the camera with an extensive knowledae 
of the sport's intricacies. 


Rick and Scott Steiner won the NWA World taq team title from 
Michael Hayes and Jim Garvin on November 1 in Atlanta. Rick 
Steiner pinned Hayes, desvite Garvin's interference. Rick had 
Haves covered when Garvin dove off the roves and mistakenly 
struck Haves, enabling Rick to score the easv vin. "I'd like to 
hear what Woman has to say about this,'' Rick said afterward, 
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| Subscribe To 


SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 


Imagine walking only as far as your mailbox to pick up 
the latest issue of SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING! Now 
this convenience can be yours. Enjoy 12 issues of 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING sent to your doorstep, 
postpaid, for the low price of only $16.95. SPORTS RE- 
VIEW WRESTLING contains stories and features found 
in no other wrestling magazine. Its peak-action photos 
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Please enter my subscription to SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING monthly. | will 
receive a total of twelve (12) issues $16.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY). 
Please indicate method of payment. 


[ Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $22.95) 


and superb coverage of the entire wrestling scene make 
SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING the most exciting wres- 
tling magazine on the market today. Remember: Sub- 
scribers NEVER miss a single issue. Get in on the 
excitement that only SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 
brings to you issue after thrilling issue—you won't be 
sorry! 
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ILLUSTRATED 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI “Skyflyer”’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 


The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button Proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/I button is Oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
‘PWI SKYFLYER PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
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